
THOMAS JAMES HOMES 
255 Shoreline Dr Suite 428, 
Redwood City, CA 94065

848 College Ave
Project Description
May 15, 2023

PARCEL GENERAL INFORMATION
The 7811 sq. ft. parcel located at 848 College Ave is a substandard lot, which is the reason we are
requesting a Use Permit for the proposed two-story residence. The R-1-U zoning ordinance requires a
minimum of 7000 sq ft in area, 65 ft in width and 100ft in depth. The lot area and depth comply with
the zoning ordinance, however, the width (50.03) falls short of the 65 ft prescribed in the ordinance.

There were 9 trees analyzed including 6 trees on-site and 3 trees off-site (see also Arborist Report &
sheet L1.1). No trees are Significant Trees, and 6 trees are Protected Heritage trees. 3 on-site
trees are proposed for removal. Tree protection during construction to be provided for these trees 
through fencing as well as construction methods to save the trees from being impacted. We have 
proposed the installation of 5 new trees of which two 24-inch box trees will be at the front of the home 
and three 36-inch box trees will be at the rear of the home.

EXISTING HOME TO BE DEMOLISHED
The existing house is a single-story single-family home built in 1914. The main house is 1-story single-
family house consisting of 1883 square feet with a 761 square feet detached garage at the rear.

PROPOSED SINGLE FAMILY RESIDENCE
We have proposed a two-story single-family residence in a Traditional style elevation. 

There is a good mix of older and newer homes in the neighborhood along College Ave. Homes feature a 
variety of materials including covered porches, gable and hip roof forms, board/batten, horizontal, and
shingle siding, wood and brick accents, light and dark window frames, stucco, comp shingle and standing
seam roofing.

There are several newer 2-story homes on College Ave with more Traditional style elevations using lap 
siding, hip/gable roofs, dark accents, and using 2-car garage configurations facing front along College 
Ave similar to what we have proposed.

Given the eclectic style of the neighborhood, we believe the proposed home will blend well. The overall
footprint of our home is designed to be open and contributes to the homeowners healthy living. We 
kept the setback of our home at the front to a minimum creating a usable private yard space in the rear. 
The step back at the second story of the front elevation offers a scaled back appearance from the street



THOMAS JAMES HOMES 
255 Shoreline Dr Suite 428, 
Redwood City, CA 94065

to minimize massing. The new home will have 3 bedrooms and 2.5 baths, an attached 1 bedroom 1 
bathroom ADU, and a basement similar in size to the 1st story of the home. A light color palette
proposes an off-white lap siding, minimalist windows with black window frames that complement the 
dark accent color and a darker standing seam roof for contrast. A front facing 2-car garage and 2-off 
street parking spaces are provided aligning with the pattern found with newer homes in the
neighborhood. 

NEIGHBOR RELATIONS
Thomas James Homes will reach out to neighbors within 300 feet of this property with a copy of the site 
plan, floor plan, elevations and a letter describing our project. A virtual neighbor meeting will soon be 
held to collect feedback and/or concerns from the immediate neighbors. We look forward to helping our 
homeowners build their “nest” as they have called it and welcome any questions the city may have as 
we go through the Design Review Use Permit application process.

Sincerely,

Gagan Kang
Senior Development Manager | Thomas James Homes
gkang@tjhusa.com  | 650-272-3276

Sincerely,

G K
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