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When Is a Use Permit Needed to Build on a Single-Family Lot?* 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
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Menlo Park, CA  94025 
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Building a new 
house? 

Will the house 
be 2 stories? 

Is addition more 
than 50% of  

existing floor 
area on the lot 

and is the house 
two stories? 

Does existing 
structure  

conform to  
Zoning District? 

Excavation 
within setbacks  
(e.g., lightwell 

for    
basement)? 

Is the lot                
substandard in  
regard to width, 

depth, area? 

Building a new 
house? 

No Yes 

Yes 

Yes No 

No Yes 

Yes No 

No 

No Yes 

Yes 

Yes No 

No 

Lot area less than 
5,000 sq. ft.? 

Use permit 
may be  

required.  
Consult  

Planning Staff 
for more info. 

Use permit 
required. See 

Planning 
Staff. 

Building permit 
only. Project must  

conform to  
Zoning Ordinance. 

Use permit(s)  
required. See 

Planning 
Staff. 

Use permit(s)  
required. See 

Planning Staff. 

Use permit  
required to 
establish 

Floor Area 
Limit. See 
Planning 

Staff. 

For properties that have an existing use permit,  a use permit    
revision may be required. Please consult Planning Staff. 

* 


