
   
 

 
City of Menlo Park    701 Laurel St., Menlo Park, CA 94025  tel 650-330-6600  www.menlopark.org 

City Council 

 

 
 
SPECIAL AND REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

Date:   8/29/2017 
Time:  6:00 p.m. 
City Council Chambers   
701 Laurel St., Menlo Park, CA 94025 

 
    
6:00 p.m. Closed Session (City Hall Administration Building, 1st floor conference room) 

Mayor Kirsten Keith called the closed session to order at 6:07 p.m. 
 Councilmembers Carlton, Cline, Mueller, and Ohtaki were present.   

Councilmember Mueller participated by phone from Henley Park Hotel, 926 Massachusetts Ave., 
NW, Washington, DC 20001 
 

 There was no public comment on the closed session items.   

CL1.  Closed session conference with legal counsel on existing litigation pursuant to Government Code 
section 54956.9 (d)(1) – one case: City of East Palo Alto v. City of Menlo Park et al., San Mateo 
County Superior Court Case No. 16CIV03062  

 Attendees: City Manager Alex McIntyre, City Attorney Bill McClure, Assistant City Manager Charles 
Taylor 

CL2. Closed session conference with legal counsel on anticipated litigation pursuant to Government Code 
§54956.9(d)(2) – one case 

Attendees: City Manager Alex McIntyre, City Attorney Bill McClure, Police Chief Robert Jonsen, 
Commander Dave Bertini 

CL3.  Closed session conference with labor negotiators pursuant to Government Code §54957.6 regarding 
current labor negotiations with Service Employees International Union (SEIU), American Federation 
of State, County and Municipal Employees (AFSCME) and the Menlo Park Police Sergeants’ 
Association (PSA), the Menlo Park Police Officers’ Association (POA) 

Attendees: City Manager Alex McIntyre, Administrative Services Director Nick Pegueros, Human 
Resources Manager Lenka Diaz, City Attorney Bill McClure, Labor Counsel Charles Sakai 

 

7:00 p.m. Regular Session (City Council Chambers) 

A.  Call To Order 

Mayor Keith called the Regular Session to order at 7:17 p.m. 

B.  Roll Call 

Present: Carlton, Cline, Keith, Ohtaki. Councilmember Mueller participated by phone from 
Henley Park Hotel, 926 Massachusetts Ave., NW, Washington, DC 20001 



   
 

 
City of Menlo Park    701 Laurel St., Menlo Park, CA 94025  tel 650-330-6600  www.menlopark.org 

August 29, 2017, City Council Meeting 
Accepted Minutes                
Page 2 

 

 
Staff: City Manager Alex McIntyre, City Attorney Bill McClure, Deputy City Clerk Jelena 

Harada 
 

C.  Pledge of Allegiance 

 Mayor Keith led the pledge of allegiance.  

D.  Report from Closed Session 

There was no reportable action from closed session. 

E.  Presentations and Proclamations 

E1.  Proclamation for National Water Quality Month 

 City Engineer Azalea Mitch accepted the proclamation.  

F.  Commissioner Reports 

F1.  Environmental Quality Commission quarterly update  

  Commission Chair Janelle London presented the commission’s quarterly update.  

F2.  Parks and Recreation Commission quarterly update  

  Commission Chair Tucker Stanwood presented the commission’s quarterly update. 

F3.  Complete Streets Commission quarterly update 

 Commission Chair Bianca Walser presented the commission’s update. 

G.  Commission/Committee Vacancies and Appointments 

G1.  Appointments to the Transportation Master Plan Oversight and Outreach Committee                   
(Staff Report #17-198-CC) 

• Jen Wolosin spoke about her interest to serve on the committee.  
 

  The following candidates were appointed by the City Council to serve on the Transportation Master 
Plan Oversight and Outreach Committee: 

• Diane Bailey – Menlo Spark 
• Andrew Barnes – At-large 
• Catherine Carlton – City Council 
• Jacqueline Cebrian – Belle Haven Neighborhood Association 
• Chris DeCardy – Environmental Quality Commission 
• Kirsten Keith – City Council 
• Adina Levin – Complete Streets Commission 
• Henry Riggs – At-large 
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• Sarah Staley Shenk – Parks and Recreation Commission 
• Katherine Strehl – Planning Commission 
• Jen Wolosin – Parents for Safe Routes 

  
G2.  Appoint City Council liaison to Complete Streets Commission (Staff Report #17-200-CC) 

 Councilmember Cline was appointed to serve as a liaison to the Complete Streets Commission.  

H.  Public Comment 

• Steve Van Pelt spoke about the Dumbarton Rail Corridor study.  
• Anne Moser spoke about the Bedwell-Bayfront Park Master Plan.  
• Roman Taniere spoke about safety issues at Willow Road and Highway 101.  
• Mark Roest spoke about the pedestrian and bikeway along the Dumbarton Rail Corridor.  

 
I.  Consent Calendar 

 Mayor Keith pulled item I6.  

I1. Reject all bids for the Sand Hill Reservoirs Cleaning, Inspection and Mixer Installation Project     
(Staff Report #17-186-CC)  

I2. Adopt a resolution accepting dedications for an Emergency Vehicle Access Easement and a Public 
Access Easement at 115-155 Constitution Drive, grant an easement to PG&E on the Chrysler Pump 
Station property at 1221 Chrysler Drive, and authorize the City Manager to sign agreements 
required by conditions of approval of the project (Staff Report #17-193-CC)  

I3. Authorize the City Manager to enter into agreements with Bellecci & Associates, CSG Consultants, 
4Leaf, Inc., Park Engineering, Swinerton Management & Consulting and APC International Inc. for 
on-call construction inspection and management services (Staff Report #17-189-CC)  

I4. Authorize the City Manager to amend the contract amount for the 2017-18 Public Works 
maintenance services contracts up to the City Council amended budget amount and extend the 
contract term with Gachina Landscape Management (Staff Report #17-192-CC)  

I5. Authorize the Public Works Director to accept the work performed by Los Loza Landscaping for the 
Nealon Park Field Improvement Project (Staff Report #17-190-CC)  

I6. Approve remaining trial metrics for the Oak Grove University Crane Bicycle Improvement Project 
and implement a residential parking permit program for Marcussen Drive (Staff Report #17-191-CC)  

• Sara Faulder spoke about parking issues on Marcussen Drive.  
• Mary Wheeler spoke about parking issues on Pine Street.  
• Mark Roest spoke about parking issues on Marcussen Drive.  
• Ron Snow spoke about parking alternatives. 

 
ACTION: Motion and second (Cline/Ohtaki) to approve all items except item I6, passed 
unanimously.  
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 ACTION: Motion and second (Cline/Ohtaki) to approve item I6, passed unanimously.  

J.  Public Hearing 

J1. Consider the Planning Commission’s recommendation to approve the mitigated negative 
declaration, prezoning, rezoning, General Plan amendment, tentative map, use permit, architectural 
control, Below Market Rate (BMR) housing agreement, and heritage tree removal permits, as well as 
a tax exchange agreement, for the 2111-2121 Sand Hill Road (“2131 Sand Hill Road”) Project    
(Staff Report #17-178-CC)  

This item was continued from the City Council meeting of August 22, 2017. Mayor Keith opened the 
public hearing.  

• Janet Davis spoke about traffic accidents along Sand Hill Road. 
• Carol Scal spoke about noise and traffic on Sand Hill Road.  
• Carin Pacifico spoke about the annexation of the Sand Hill property.  
• Ron Snow spoke about the affordable housing related to the Sand Hill Road Project. 
• Joan Garretson spoke about the annexation of the Sand Hill property.  
• Hank Lawrence spoke about noise issues on Sand Hill Road.  
• Jason Browne spoke about noise issues on Sand Hill Road.  
• Avi Haksar spoke about the Sand Hill Road Project.  
• Ben Paul spoke in support of new developments in Menlo Park.  
• Will Geenly spoke against high density housing. 

 
By acclamation, Mayor Keith closed the public hearing.  
By acclamation, the City Council continued the item to the next City Council meeting.  

 
K.  Regular Business 

K1. Consider term sheet for the Middle Plaza at 500 El Camino Real project                
(Staff Report #17-196-CC)  

• Adina Levin spoke about the proposed project term sheet and voiced concerns on transportation 
demand.   

• Diane Bailey spoke about her concern regarding the project’s carbon foot print and green 
standards. 

• Greg Alden spoke in support of the project.  
• Erik Burmeister spoke about his concern that the project will impact the financial interest of the 

school district.  
• Marc Bryman spoke about the project’s potential financial impact on the school district.  
• Jen Wolosin spoke about the project’s potential financial impact on the school district.  
• Fran Dehn spoke about the proposed project benefits and implementation of the rail-crossing 

options. 
 
By acclamation, the City Council continued the item to the next City Council meeting.  
 

K2.  Waive the first reading and adopt an ordinance authorizing an amendment to the CalPERS 
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retirement contract (Staff Report #17-194-CC) 

ACTION: Motion and second (Carlton/Cline) to waive the reading and introduce an ordinance 
authorizing an amendment to the CalPERS retirement contract, passed unanimously.   

L.  Informational Items 

L1. Clarification regarding conversion of existing covered parking (garage or carport) for use as a 
secondary dwelling unit, and associated replacement parking requirements                                  
(Staff Report #17-187-CC) 

L2. Update and timeline for new solid waste rate model and community zero waste plan                    
(Staff Report #17-188-CC) 

L3. 2nd Quarter Update on 2017 City Council Work Plan (Staff Report #17-201-CC) 

• Jen Wolosin spoke about the changes in the City Council Work Plan and asked that the Colman 
and Santa Monica Study not be delayed.  

• Adina Levin spoke about the City’s transportation demand management plan for the Dumbarton 
Rail Study.  
  

L4. Preliminary year-end close financial review of General Fund operations as of June 30, 2017       
(Staff Report #17-199-CC) 

L5.  Review of the City’s Investment Portfolio as of June 30, 2017 (Staff Report #17-197-CC) 

M.  City Manager's Report  

N.  Councilmember Reports 

Councilmember Mueller requested that the pop-up park discussion be placed on a future agenda. 
Mayor Keith announced the ribbon-cutting ceremony for the Santa Cruz Avenue sidewalks on 
August 31, at 10 a.m., on Hillview Drive and Santa Cruz Avenue. Mayor also announced the 
community conversation on improving quality of education in Menlo Park on September 18, at 6:30 
p.m., at the Menlo Park Senior Center in the Belle Haven neighborhood.  

O.  Adjournment 

 
Mayor Keith adjourned the meeting at 12:20 a.m. on August 30, 2017. 
 

 
Jelena Harada, Deputy City Clerk 
 
These minutes were accepted at the City Council meeting of November 7, 2017.  





Public Comment - Jen Wolosin, August 29, 2017, City Council meeting 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f4fX59k0pmk&feature=youtu.be  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f4fX59k0pmk&feature=youtu.be


ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY COMMISSION  
QUARTERLY UPDATE
August 29, 2017

AGENDA ITEM F-1



Advise City Council on matters involving environmental protection, 
improvement and sustainability.

Commissioners:
Allan Bedwell Scott Marshall
Chris DeCardy Deborah Martin
Joyce Dickerson Christina Smolke
Janelle London

ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY COMMISSION 
MISSION

2



COMMISSION PRIORITIES
FOR 2016-2018
 Climate Action Plan (CAP) - Implement CAP initiatives 

to achieve or exceed the City’s greenhouse gas reduction 
target.

 Sustainable Development Update- Improve the 
sustainability of the City’s planning, zoning and building 
code regulations consistent with the City priorities.

 Urban Canopy Preservation - Develop a comprehensive 
urban canopy strategy and help to revise the heritage tree 
ordinance and heritage tree appeal process



CLIMATE ACTION PLAN 
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CLIMATE ACTION PLAN

 CAP Goal: reduce greenhouse gases 27% below 2005 levels by 2020
 Preliminary metrics: 17–20% reduction as of 2015 
 Approaching 2020:

– Peninsula Clean Energy (1.15% opt out;  254 opt up)
– Transportation Master Plan
– Zero Waste Plan
– Building codes (see Sustainable Development)
– Awareness/Education

• New city open data portal: data.menlopark.org

 Beyond 2020
– State: 40% below 1990 levels by 2030
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SUSTAINABLE 
DEVELOPMENT UPDATE



 M2 Green/Sustainable Building Code
– The new gold (green) standard for Menlo Park
– Middle Plaza Project
– Other major development

 Model Ordinances
 Renewable water heating (electric heat pump water heaters)
 Electric Vehicle Charging Infrastructure

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT
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URBAN CANOPY 
PRESERVATION



HERITAGE TREE ORDINANCE  

 Held deliberations on one heritage tree appeal and removal permit for 19 
heritage trees

 Selected consultant for update process; starts 1/2018

11



QUESTIONS



PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION
Quarterly Report to City Council

AGENDA ITEM F-2



2

NEALON PARK SPORTS FIELD 
IMPROVEMENTS
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NEALON PARK SPORTS FIELD 
IMPROVEMENTS



4

NEALON PARK SPORTS FIELD 
IMPROVEMENTS



THANK YOU



COMMISSION-NOMINATED APPLICANTS Nominated By CC RC KK PO RM Total

Adina Levin Complete Streets Commission
Chris DeCardy Environmental Quality Commission
Sara Staley Shenk Parks and Recreation Commission
Katherine Strehl Planning Commission

ORGANIZATIONAL APPLICANTS - 3 SEATS Nominated By CC RC KK PO RM Total

Diane Bailey - Menlo Spark KK 1 1 1 3
Jacqueline Cebrian - Belle Haven Neighborhood Association RC 1 1 1 1 1 5
Dana Hendrickson - Re-Imagine Menlo Park 0
Paige Sweetin - Peninsula Volunteers Inc. RM 0
Andrew Barnes - ImagineMenlo CC 1 1 2
Jen Wolosin - Parents for Safe Routes PO 1 1 1 1 1 5

ALL OTHER APPLICANTS FOR AT-LARGE - 2 SEATS Nominated By CC RC KK PO RM Total

Andrew Barnes PO 1 1 2
Charles Bourne RM 1 1
Cheryl Cathey 0
Irwin Derman CC 1 1
Michael Doran 0
John Fox 0
Dana Hendrickson - Re-Imagine Menlo Park 0
Penelope Huang 0
John Kadvany KK 1 1
Heather Leitch 0
Henry Riggs RM 1 1 1 1 4
Roger Royse CC 0
Sylvia Smullin 0
Sucheta Srivastava 0
Paige Sweetin - Peninsula Volunteers Inc. RC 1 1
Nick Taylor 0

ALL OTHER APPLICANTS FOR AT-LARGE - 2 SEATS Nominated By CC RC KK PO RM Total

Andrew Barnes 1 1 1 3
Charles Bourne 0

TRANSPORTATION MASTER PLAN                                                                          
OVERSIGHT AND OUTREACH COMMITTEE

AGENDA ITEM G-1





2131 Sand Hill Road

AGENDA ITEM J-1
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Estate

Stanford Hills
Park



Annexation
General Plan Amendment

Prezoning









Development Plan
Housing Commission Action
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35’ PG&E Easement
75’ SETBACK



2131 Sand Hill Road

• Two-story Class I Office Building 39,750 square feet in size.
• The combination of the existing Hewlett Foundation building AND the 

proposed project are still below the allowable FAR for the new parcel.
• Parking is accommodated by providing a combination of a two level below-

grade parking as well as surface parking.
• Site planning has been coordinated with the Hewlett Foundation.
• Initial outreach to the Stanford Hills Home Owners Association began in May 

of 2015, and has continued into August, 2017.
• Instead of paying an BMR in-lieu fee, the project will provide two BMR units in 

another residential project currently under review by the City of Menlo Park.
• Project observes a 75 foot setback along Sand Hill Road AND the adjacent 

Stanford Hill subdivision, which is one of the largest setback requirements in 
the Menlo Park Zoning Ordinance. 

• The project proposes to plant 91 new trees.



Proposed building to compliment and harmonize with the existing Hewlett Foundation building.

Photos of the existing Hewlett Foundation building





Thank You







Landscaping Highlights:

 The project proposes to plant 
91 new trees.

 Agree to replant two trees 
proposed for removal

 In between the proposed 
building and PG&E natural gas 
pipeline, the project will plant:

• 46 – 72” box Giant 
Sequoia trees

• 7 – 18 gallon Water Gum 
evergreen trees

Example of 72” box Giant Sequoias planted at the
recently completed Ronald McDonald house.























COMMUNITY OUTREACH PROCESS FOR 2131 SAND HILL ROAD:

MAY 2015: The president of the Stanford Hills HOA, Mark Trail, was contacted in May 2015 to coordinate a meeting with the 
Stanford Hills residents. The purpose of these meetings was twofold – to introduce residents to the project and to seek their 
feedback. Outreach for meetings was done via email and hardcopy flyers were left at each household. 

JUNE 2015: The first meeting with the Stanford Hills HOA was held on June 4th, 2015 from 6:00pm-7:30pm at the Hewlett 
Foundation. (The Hewlett Foundation is located next to the proposed site and is a common meeting place for the Stanford 
Hills HOA.) At this meeting, the Stanford team presented the initial project concept and then opened up the presentation for 
questions.  (We did not have an actual building designed yet.) Approximately 30 residents attended this meeting. Their 
feedback was noted and taken into consideration in preparation for the second meeting. The primary concerns expressed by 
the neighborhood were:

Design Construction
Lighting Noise
Dust PG&E
Trees Sustainability
Fences Who will the tenants?
Traffic impacts Process/Environmental Review

AUGUST 2015: The second meeting with the Stanford Hills HOA was held on August 25th, 2015 from 6:00pm-8:00pm, also at 
the Hewlett Foundation. The format of the meeting was an open house. This was the neighborhood’s first opportunity to 
review project plans and elevations. Comments and feedback were directed to staff members at each station. Approximately 
20-30 residents attended this meeting. Based on this meeting, Stanford removed a pedestrian path (intended for building 
occupants not a regional trail) that ran along the PG&E easement area, and worked on placement of the trash enclosures, 
outdoor parking lot circulation, and the location of below grade garage fans and vents.

NOVEMBER 2015: A project update was presented on November 10th, 2015 at 7:30pm during the Stanford Hills HOA Annual 
meeting. At this meeting, John Donahoe presented a revised site plan, which took into consideration and addressed 
neighborhood concerns expressed in the previous two meetings. The presentation was opened to questions.  Approximately 
10-15 residents attended this meeting. 

OCTOBER 2016:  After working with Menlo Park City staff for a year, another project update was presented on October 17, 2016 
at 7:30pm during the Stanford Hills HOA Annual meeting. At this meeting, John Donahoe presented a revised site plan. While a 
year had passed from the previous HOA update, the project has not significantly changed as the project had been dealing with 
entitlement issues pertaining to the annexation. After this presentation, the HOA formed a subcommittee of neighbors 
immediately adjacent to the project.



DECEMBER 2016:  Stanford met with the HOA subcommittee. After that meeting, Stanford responded with teh following changes:
Responded that the City Initial Study/ MND will include noise abatement and dust control requirements as well as hours of 
construction as mandated by the City of Menlo Park. 

• We added eight 72” box Redwood trees planned in the area between the building and the PG&E easement.
• We provided PG&E’s tree restriction list as requested, along with the contact person’s name at PG&E that oversees planting in

PG&E easements. 
• Amended the plan sets to clearly show that the exhaust fans will face closer to Sand Hill Road and not the rear of the project. 
• Moved the proposed dumpster closer to Sand Hill Road. 
• Added additional detail that showed the project will use the same types of lighting used by the Hewlett Foundation. We also 

committed to having exterior lighting on timers and/or motion sensors to lessen light impacts of the building. 

APRIL 11, 2017: Sent the HOA Subcommittee the public review draft of the project’s Initial Study/ MND and the updated set of 
project plans (Plans dated 3-02-17.)

APRIL 18, 2017: Met the HOA Subcommittee to hear their comments on the latest plans.

June 2, 2017: Informed the HOA Subcommittee of the official public hearing dates as provided by the City of Menlo Park, and 
provided the subcommittee with a newer updated set project plans dated May 30, 2017. As requested by the subcommittee, 
Stanford has amended the project plans as follows:

• The penthouse architectural element/equipment screening area has been removed from the  project plans. 
• Additional Giant Sequoia trees were modified in the area between the project and the PG&E natural gas pipeline easement. The 

number of Giant Sequoia trees has been increased from eight (as shown on the last set of plans) to twenty-five, and the trees 
were staggered where possible. 

• In that same area between the building and the PG&E Easement, the landscape plans were modified to replace the Cercis
Occidentalis (Western Rosebud) with Tristaniopsis Laurnia (Water Gum), which is an evergreen.

In addition to the changes addressed above, Stanford reported back on two additional items:

• We confirmed that the exhaust fans operate on carbon monoxide sensor, which means the fans operate only when the sensor 
detect the presence of carbon monoxide. As I stated at the last meeting, the exhaust fans themselves have been moved to the 
Sand Hill Road side of the building/garage.  (Sensors on the exhaust fans are not only beneficial in reducing noise, but they also 
significantly reduce energy costs for the building.)

• We also confirmed that the Hewlett Foundation building has only one level of below-grade parking. 



2111-2121 SAND HILL ROAD
Tom Smith, Associate Planner & Mark Muenzer, Assistant 

Community Development Director 
August 29, 2017

AGENDA ITEM J-1



 Annexations determined by Local Agency Formation Commission 
(LAFCO) in each county

 State law requires an annexation to be:
– Within City’s sphere of influence set by LAFCO
– Consistent with General Plan of City
– Consistent with prezoning set by City

BACKGROUND

2



 Stanford requesting prezoning and related project 
approvals
– Annexation of unincorporated parcel into City
– Subdivision of one parcel into two parcels with City 

zoning
– Construction of new 40,000 sq. ft. office building on 

vacant site

PROJECT DESCRIPTION
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4



5

Provost’s Residence

Hewlett Foundation

Proposed 
Office 
Building
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 City would receive 10.5% of property taxes generated on site 
annually
– $6,500 per year currently

 For every $1 million in new value, City would receive additional 
$1,050 per year

PROPERTY TAX EXCHANGE
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 Initial Study identified potentially significant impacts in 7 areas:

 Mitigated to less than significant level
 Less than significant impacts or no impacts in all other areas

MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION
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‒ Air quality
‒ Biological resources
‒ Cultural resources
‒ Geology and soils

‒ Hazards and hazardous materials
‒ Hydrology and water quality
‒ Noise and vibration



 29 individuals submitted correspondence
 3 responses to mitigated negative declaration, 39 other items 

received
 Chief concerns are: 

– Noise levels on Sand Hill Road affecting Sharon Oaks residents (20 emails)
– Traffic volumes and congestion
– Vehicular and pedestrian safety
– Regional jobs/housing imbalance

CORRESPONDENCE
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 Traffic increase from the project would be less than 1% of existing 
daily traffic volume on Sand Hill Rd
– Anticipated increase in traffic noise along Sand Hill Rd is .4 dBA by 2040

 Applicant has committed to:
– Complete pedestrian crossings at Sand Hill / Sharon Park Dr intersection
– Install bike racks and shower / changing facilities for cyclists
– Provide 2 below market rate housing units at 500 El Camino Real

CORRESPONDENCE
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 Completed actions

Action Timing

Stanford submitted prezoning application for City review Dec 2015

Initial Study and mitigated negative declaration completed Apr 2017

Stanford filed annexation application for LAFCO review June 9, 2017

Planning Commission reviewed and recommended approval June 19, 2017

County of San Mateo Supervisors approved tax exchange August 8, 2017

ANNEXATION PROCESS & TIMING
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 Remaining actions

Potential Action Anticipated 
Timing

Public hearing at Council meeting August 29, 2017

2nd reading of ordinances at Council meeting Sept 12, 2017

Public hearing at LAFCO October 18, 2017

Recordation and finalization of annexation by LAFCO Within following 30 
days

ANNEXATION PROCESS & TIMING
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 Following entitlements necessary for project to 
continue to LAFCO consideration:
– Mitigated Negative Declaration
– Prezoning
– Rezoning
– General Plan Amendment
– Tentative Map
– Use Permit
– Architectural Control
– Property Tax Exchange
– Below Market Rate Housing Agreement
– Heritage Tree Removal Permits

ACTIONS
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THANK YOU



CALPERS CONTRACT AMENDMENTS 
FOR CLASSIC SAFETY MEMBERS
August 29, 2017

AGENDA ITEM K-2



BACKGROUND

 Menlo Park Police Officers’ Association (POA) and Police Sergeants 
Association (PSA) classic members currently pay 3 percent of the 
employer contribution for CalPERS as cost sharing

 Each of their most recent MOUs includes a contract amendment to change 
this 3 percent to be a Member Contribution in lieu of paying a portion of the 
employer contribution

 Net required employer contribution percentage would remain unchanged 
after contract amendment

2



CONTRACT AMENDMENT 
PROCESS

 CalPERS contract amendment process takes several months and includes:
– Request to CalPERS
– Resolution of intention
– Affected member vote
– Ordinance authorizing amendment

 Contract amendment request, resolution of intention, and member voting 
have all taken place

 Adoption of the ordinance is the last City Council action required before 
enacting the amendment

3



EFFECTS OF AMENDMENT

 Classic members’ contributions would continue to be made similar to current 
situation

 Contributions would be credited toward individual members’ balances rather 
than employer contribution, allowing cash-out of subsequent contributions if 
the member leaves CalPERS

 No change in net City contribution, no change in net liability, future 
amendments not limited

4



STAFF RECOMMENDATION

 Staff recommendation: Waive first reading and adopt ordinance authorizing 
an amendment to the CalPERS retirement contract to provide Section 20516 
(Employees Sharing Additional Cost) of 3 percent for classic local non-
management safety members
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MIDDLE PLAZA AT
500 EL CAMINO REAL PROJECT 
Development Agreement Term Sheet
August 29, 2017

AGENDA ITEM K-1



 Project is within Specific Plan Area
 Non-Medical Office = 143,000 square feet
 Residential = 215 Units
 Retail = 10,000 square feet

PROJECT OVERVIEW

2



 Council appointed subcommittee 
– Vice Mayor Ohtaki
– Councilmember Mueller

 Negotiation Team 
– Alex D. McIntyre, City Manager
– Bill McClure, City Attorney
– Chip Taylor, Assistant City Manager 

 Regular consultation with the subcommittee
 Negotiation Process – Development Agreement is limited to 

what’s acceptable to both parties

DEVELOPMENT AGREEMENT PROCESS

3



1. Caltrain Pedestrian/Bicycle crossing
– 50% of cost up to $5 million

2. Affordable Units
– Total of 10 units

3. Menlo Park-Atherton Education Foundation
– $1 million over 10 years

DEVELOPMENT AGREEMENT TERMS

4



4. Assurances regarding new City fees
– Similar to other Development Agreements

5. Plaza
– Public Use Agreement (6am to midnight)

6. Term of the Development Agreement
– 10 years
– 55 years for BMR units

DEVELOPMENT AGREEMENT TERMS 
(CONT.)
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 Subcommittee recommends 5 BMR Units for MPCSD Teachers
– Not a specific term, but a policy decision by Council

 Subcommittee not recommending approval
– Increase Education Foundation to $1.5 million over 15 years

OTHER
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 Consider the Term Sheet
 Next Steps

– Council consideration of the project on September 26th

ACTIONS AND NEXT STEPS
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