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SPECIAL MEETING AGENDA  

Date:   8/4/2020 
Time:  4:00 p.m. 
Special Meeting Location: Zoom.us/join– ID# 976 0713 3733 
 

NOVEL CORONAVIRUS, COVID-19, EMERGENCY ADVISORY NOTICE On March 19, 2020, the 
Governor ordered a statewide stay-at-home order calling on all individuals living in the State of California to 
stay at home or at their place of residence to slow the spread of the COVID-19 virus. Additionally, the 
Governor has temporarily suspended certain requirements of the Brown Act. For the duration of the shelter 
in place order, the following public meeting protocols will apply.   

Teleconference meeting: All members of the Rail Subcommittee, city staff, applicants, and members of the 
public will be participating by teleconference. To promote social distancing while allowing essential 
governmental functions to continue, the Governor has temporarily waived portions of the open meetings act 
and rules pertaining to teleconference meetings. This meeting is conducted in compliance with the 
Governor Executive Order N-25-20 issued March 12, 2020, and supplemental Executive Order N-29-20 
issued March 17, 2020. 

• How to participate in the meeting 
• Access the meeting real-time online at: 

Zoom.us/join – Special Meeting ID# 976 0713 3733 
 

Subject to Change: Given the current public health emergency and the rapidly evolving federal, state, 
county and local orders, the format of this meeting may be altered or the meeting may be canceled. You 
may check on the status of the meeting by visiting the City’s website www.menlopark.org.  The instructions 
for logging on to the Zoom webinar and/or the access code is subject to change. If you have difficulty 
accessing the Zoom webinar, please check the latest online edition of the posted agenda for updated 
information (menlopark.org/agenda).  

Special Meeting (Zoom.us/join– ID# 976 0713 3733) 
 
A.  Call to Order 

B.  Roll Call 

C.  Regular Business 

C1. Approve the City Council Rail Subcommittee special meeting minutes of September 30, 2019 
meeting (Attachment)  

C2.  Receive a presentation from the California High Speed Rail Authority on the California High Speed 
Rail Project from San Jose to San Francisco segment environmental impact report/statement 

D.  Adjournment 

At every regular meeting of the City Council, in addition to the public comment period where the public shall have the right 
to address the City Council on any matters of public interest not listed on the agenda, members of the public have the right 
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to directly address the Council on any item listed on the agenda at a time designated by the chair, either before or during 
the City Council’s consideration of the item.  
 
At every special meeting of the City Council, members of the public have the right to directly address the City Council on 
any item listed on the agenda at a time designated by the chair, either before or during consideration of the item.  
For appeal hearings, appellant and applicant shall each have 10 minutes for presentations.  
 
If you challenge any of the items listed on this agenda in court, you may be limited to raising only those issues you or 
someone else raised at the public hearing described in this notice, or in written correspondence delivered to the City of 
Menlo Park at, or prior to, the public hearing. 
 
Any writing that is distributed to a majority of the City Council by any person in connection with an agenda item is a public 
record (subject to any exemption under the Public Records Act) and is available by request by emailing the city clerk at 
jaherren@menlopark.org. Persons with disabilities, who require auxiliary aids or services in attending or participating in 
City Council meetings, may call the City Clerk’s Office at 650-330-6620.  
 
Agendas are posted in accordance with Government Code Section 54954.2(a) or Section 54956. Members of the public 
can view electronic agendas and staff reports by accessing the City website at menlopark.org/agenda and can receive 
email notification of agenda and staff report postings by subscribing to the “Notify Me” service at menlopark.org/notifyme. 
Agendas and staff reports may also be obtained by contacting City Clerk at 650-330-6620. (Posted: 7/31/2020) 
) 
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SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES – DRAFT  

Date:   9/30/2019 
Time:  5:00 p.m. 
City Hall/Administration Building 
“Downtown” Conference Room, 1st Floor 
701 Laurel St., Menlo Park, CA 94025 

 

A.  Call To Order 

 City Councilmember Combs called the meeting the order at 5:10 p.m. 

B.  Roll Call 

Present: Combs, Mueller 
Absent: None 
Staff: Senior Transportation Engineer Angela Obeso, Interim Public Works Director Nikki 

Nagaya, City Manager Starla Jerome-Robinson 
 
C.  Regular Business 

C1. Approve the City Council Rail Subcommittee special meeting minutes of July 16, 2019 meeting 
(Attachment) 

ACTION: By acclamation, the Subcommittee approved the minutes. 

C2. Receive a presentation from Caltrain on the Business Plan and provide feedback                               
(Staff Report #19-005-CC-RS) 

San Mateo County Transit District Director of Government & Community Affairs Casey Fromson 
provided a presentation (Attachment). 

The Subcommittee received clarification on the maximum density required to meet the peak 
demands and moderate and/or high growth scenarios requiring grade separations. 
 
• Marcy Abramowitz spoke in support of gate down times without high speed rail trains. 
• Adrian Brandt commented that the trains listed in the materials are per direction, not total; that 

high speed rail will not stop in Menlo Park which lessens the gate down time impacts. 
• Jim Lewis commented on multi-day parking options at Caltrain parking lots. 
• Katie Behroozi commented on tradeoffs between Menlo Park and Atherton stops. 

 
D.  Informational Items 

D1. Update on next steps for the Ravenswood Avenue Railroad Crossing project 

Staff Obeso provided a verbal update stating that staff is currently coordinating with the consultant 
team on the draft scope refinements requested at previous meetings and that efforts are current 
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taking place to apply for the California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) grade separation priority 
list. 

The Subcommittee received clarification on the scope including a task to evaluate aesthetics and 
costs. The Subcommittee discussed Supervisor Slocum is hosting a meeting tomorrow night 
regarding the Dumbarton rail corridor and the City Council Facebook Subcommittee discussion at 
the October 1, 2019 City Council meeting. 
 
• Mickie Winkler commented on City involvement in reactivating the Dumbarton rail corridor. 
• Adrian Brandt provided details on Supervisor Slocum’s meeting. 
• Henry Riggs encouraged the City to take an aggressive stance on reactivating the short link 

between Redwood City and the Facebook campus. 
• Drew commented on the CPUC application including all three proposed grade separations. 

 
E.  Adjournment 

City Councilmember Combs adjourned the meeting at 5:51 p.m. 
 
Minutes Prepared by: Angelo Obeso, Senior Transportation Engineer  
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