
City Council 

City of Menlo Park   701 Laurel St., Menlo Park, CA 94025  tel 650-330-6600  www.menlopark.org 

SPECIAL MEETING – CITY COUNCIL GOAL SETTING MINUTES 

Date: 1/30/2020 
Time: 1:00 p.m. 

City Council Chambers 
701 Laurel St., Menlo Park, CA 94025 

1:00 p.m.  Special Meeting 

A. Call to Order

Mayor Taylor called the meeting to order at 1:05 p.m.

B. Roll Call

Present: Carlton, Combs, Nash, Mueller, Taylor 
Absent: None 
Staff: City Manager Starla Jerome-Robinson, Assistant City Cara Silver, City Clerk Judi A. 

Herren 

Public Comment 

• Greg Faris spoke in support of the annexation of the Menlo Triangle.
• Lisa William spoke in support of banning gas powered garden tools (Attachment).
• Leah Elkins spoke in support of banning gas powered leaf blowers (Attachment).
• Mitch Slomiak spoke in support of greenhouse gas reduction targets.
• Pamela Jones spoke in support of an independent redistricting commission and increasing

police transparency (Attachment).
• Jen Wolosin, representing Menlo Together, spoke in support of housing, transportation, climate

action, and equity as top priorities.
• Jennifer Bestor commented on updating the Education Code with a regional cost supplement for

Belle Haven’s funding.
• Heyward Robinson commented on the importance of the goal setting meeting for the City

Council to focus on goals and not projects and provided techniques to ensure that goals are
being met throughout the year.

• Karen Grove, representing Menlo Together, spoke in support of prioritizing housing in downtown
near the Caltrain station.

• Andrew Marcus spoke in support of creating a connection between M-2 and Belle Haven and
requested revisiting eligibility requirements for below market rate (BMR) units.

• Florence Thompson spoke in support of more communication from the City to the Belle Haven
neighborhood and joining the Government Alliance on Race and Equity (GARE).

• Julie Shanson spoke in support of joining GARE.
• Vicky Robledo spoke in support of joining GARE and expressed concerns of pollution in the

Belle Haven neighborhood.
• Tom Kabat spoke in support of the City being a leader to combat climate crisis.

Location: 
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• Diane Bailey, representing Menlo Together and Menlo Spark, spoke in support of prioritizing
climate actions.

• Pushpinder Lubana requested that City Council revisit the current culture of the City..

Public comment emails received on city.council@menlopark.org (CCIN) (Attachment). 

C. Regular Business

C1. Annual goal-setting workshop (Staff Report #20-023-CC)

City Manager Starla Jerome-Robinson introduced the item. 

Assistant City Attorney Cara Silver and Community Service Director Deanna Chow made a 
presentation (Attachment). 

The City Council discussed goals and priorities and received clarification on SB330 (Attachment). 

Public Comment 

• Ryann Price spoke in support of climate crisis as a priority.
• Robert Jones, Menlo Park Fire Protection District (MPFPD) President, submitted MPFPD’s top

eight priorities.
• Jim Lewis spoke in support of public safety, the need for an emergency operations center, and

an updated disaster preparedness community plan.
• Katie Behroozi commented on the interconnection of safety, climate, housing, and social justice.
• Michael Bostic spoke in support of equality across Menlo Park.

The City Council discussed how to prioritize new State mandates, utilization of City commissions 
and committees to support priorities and work plan, and the top projects that promote the greater 
good on the entire community. 

City Council took a break at 3:13 p.m. 

City Council reconvened at 3:42 p.m. 

City Council discussed priorities: climate action, housing, compliance with State laws, residential 
requests, zero homelessness initiative, transportation, and GARE. 

Vice Mayor Combs was recused and was excused at 5 p.m. 

City Council discussed the timeline and needs of the Belle Haven community center and library 
project. 

D. Adjournment

Mayor Taylor adjourned the meeting at 5:08 p.m.

These minutes were approved at the City Council meeting of February 25, 2020.
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From: mmmsean@aol.com
To: _CCIN
Subject: climate change
Date: Wednesday, January 29, 2020 2:27:06 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Unless you recognize
the sender's email address and know the content is safe, DO NOT click links, open
attachments or reply.

Dear City Council Members,
Thank you for declaring a Climate Emergency last month and supporting the Environmental
Quality Commission recommendation to adopt a new reduction target of carbon-neutral (zero
emissions) by 2030! I agree with prioritizing climate action in 2020 by formally adopting this goal
and taking action to advance it. 

We need bold local climate leadership now more than ever as our federal government falters on
this issue. Menlo Park is already feeling the impacts of climate change with more intense heat
waves, increased fire danger and smoke, and rising sea levels that will bring serious flooding.
 
Thank you for your leadership so far on climate action with measures to prioritize clean energy,
avoid fossil fuels in new construction, and support electric vehicles. In 2020 your climate
leadership is critically needed with the following essential commitments in the City workplan:

Develop and adopt a Climate Action Plan that Achieves the Environmental Quality
Commission recommended goal to be carbon neutral by 2030.
Demonstrate the City’s commitment on climate with a Green City initiative to phase out
fossil fuel vehicles in the city’s fleet and fossil fuels used in all city buildings for heating or
appliances, and install battery energy storage to improve resilience.
Reduce traffic and pollution by increasing allowable housing density in the downtown
plan, so that more housing, with a focus on affordable housing, can be built near transit and
services. 
Explore measures to replace fossil fuels used in homes and buildings.

Please move quickly and decisively on these actions. We are all depending on you. 

Sincerely, 
M Miller 
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SB 330 HOUSING CRISIS ACT OF 2019 IMPLEMENTATION
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AGENDA

 Summary of New Requirements
 Timelines
 Impact on Resources
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 Substantive Provisions:
– Cities cannot downzone below rules in effect January 1, 2018 without corresponding upzoning
– Cities cannot adopt housing moratorium unless “health and safety threat” and HCD approves.
– Housing developers must replace all demolished and protected units one-for-one and provide state 

relocation benefits and provide right of first refusal to displaced tenants
• Protected units = low income household past 5 years or Ellis Act eviction past 10 years.

 Procedural Provisions
– Creation of “preliminary application” which “freezes” development standards
– 5-hearing limit
– Establishes multi-step streamlined review process

 Sunset: January 1, 2025 

3
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 Step 1: New preliminary application process created
– Requires submittal of state-specified information
– City must create new checklist and post on website
– Carrot for developer: If information submitted, development regulations and fees “frozen.”

 Step 2: Permit Streamlining requirements resurrected
– City must post checklist of information needed to process development application
– Must include information regarding (1) historical significance of site/building and (2) replacement 

housing requirement of SB 330
– City has 30 days to review for completeness
– Carrot for developer: If no action by City, application deemed complete

4
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 Step 3: Consistency Findings
– City has 30-60 days (depending on size of project) to review for consistency 
– City must create expanded checklist of all objective planning, transportation, public works, zero 

waste regulations
– Carrot for developer: If City does not respond, project deemed consistent

 Other considerations
– 5 hearing rule
– Applicant must still comply with CEQA 

5
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6
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 Intent of SB 330 is to prioritize and streamline housing projects, which would 
impact other projects and services 

 Existing Planning staff resources and services

 Existing process and procedures are regulated

 Reviewing approximately 3,200 residential units 

7
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 4 projects currently on file 
under SB 330
– Menlo Uptown – 483 units

– Menlo Portal – 335 units, 
approximately 35,000 sf office 
and 1,600 sf of commercial

– Menlo Flats (NEW) – 158 units

– Sobrato Mixed Use (NEW) - 338 
units and 88,750 sf office

8
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 Staff training on new requirements and 
development procedures – ongoing 
• Multi-departmental impacts

 Prepare and post documentation 
• New preliminary checklist - completed
• New checklist of information needed to 

process development application – pending
• New expanded checklist of all objective 

planning, transportation, public works, zero 
waste, etc. regulations – not yet started

9
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 Completeness and Consistency Reviews
– Unpredictable resubmittal timing, but within 180 days of preliminary application

– City has 30 days to review for completeness 

• Prioritize SB 330 projects to meet mandated deadlines

– Comprehensive review and coordination process 

• Project components reviewed at once in comparison to components submitted over time

• Review of existing requirements plus new requirements: information regarding (1) historical 
significance of site/building and (2) replacement housing requirement of SB 330

10
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11

Development Review

Land Use

• Development regulations and design 
standards - Planning

• Street improvements and green 
infrastructure – Engineering

• Access and parking standards, 
transportation demand management, 
new connections - Transportation

Green and Sustainable Building 
Regulations

• Water – Engineering (Utilities)
• Zero waste – Sustainability
• Energy/LEED – Building 
• Flood and sea level rise resiliency –

Engineering

Below Market Rate Housing 
Compliance Housing

Community Amenities City Attorney

Tree Review City Arborist
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CONCLUSION
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Public Comment on Goals and Priorities for 2020 

• State wants us to clean the unincorporated areas 
and the neighbors are strongly for it. This has been 
a long conversation with the city for the past 4 
years. Different wages throughout MP. We would 
like uniform public safety, sidewalks, etc.  

o Urge you to move ahead 
• MP climate plan needs to be addressed 
• Banning gasoline leaf blowers in the City: 

o Suggesting: the ban can be done right away. 
o F/U Question: Will submit entire question 

• After 2020 MP has no Climate direction. 
o Action needs to be taken 
o A need for an aggressive plan and approach 

• Request Police transparency and an oversight 
committee. 

o Need to know what is happening 
• Menlo Together: review housing, climate action, 

equity 
o Lead with your values 
o Consider the bigger picture 
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• Make this the year where we are honest with the 
Belle Haven School District (BHSD). 

o Add a regional cost supplement to BHSD’s 
funding 
 Reduces excess  
 100% funded by property taxes 

• Parcel level up 
• This is a critical and imp. Meeting. Get a handle on 

goals and not projects. 
o Transparency is important 

• Prioritize housing near downtown station. 
o Focus on safety and mobility 
o Treat climate action emergency as a priority 
o Racial equity to improve outcomes for all 

• Create a stronger connection between BH and to 
other parts of MP. This helps with integration. 

o Consider BMR units: addresses displacement 
• A need for more communication from the City and 

the BH area. We seem to be getting left out many 
times. It’s improving, but we’ve been left out too 
many times.  

o Education gov’t alliance 
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• Look at everything in the City through the lens of 
equity and inclusion.  

o Join GARE 
• Make sure we’re not pushing housing into BH. It’s 

become congested in BH and is impacting residents 
in the area. We are boxed in.  

o Get rangers in the parks in BH for monitoring 
purposes 

o Pollution and traffic in the BH area 
• The climate problem has become frightening 

o Consider sea level studies. MP has an 
opportunity to get ahead and do more in our 
leadership. Takes a significance budget to do it.  

o Prioritize the long-term impacts and solutions 
• Adopt a lean climate plan 

o We are in a climate crisis 
o Designate staff that climate action is still front 

and center 
o Focus on residency on Willow and BH and 

everywhere.  
o Equity and inclusion for BH 
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• Consider the culture of MP and how we are as a 
City.  

o How we systematically divide resources 
o Commit to Inclusion and equity 

 

Recommendations from the Council: 

• Address the housing in-balance in the City and 
reinvigorate the downtown 

o Still outstanding and requires staff time 
o Transportation issue 
o Climate Action Plan: would like the City 

Manager level to have a look at it and to trickle 
down to other departments 

o Stay laser focused in these areas 
• Goals: 

o Housing: 
 Affordable housing is essential 
 Examine all tools 

o Climate: 
 Take action now 

• Next 3 months 
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o Provide direction on city 
infrastructure 

o Energy savings 
o Support Community education 

programs 
o Adopt a Climate Action Plan 

o Transportation: 
 Take effective action to provide safe 

infrastructure throughout city. Promote: 
walking, train, buses and other means of 
transportation 
 BH areas with better circulation 

o With GARE overarching all of the above 
• MP is part of an ecosystem 

o Traffic problems: if we fix the housing, the 
traffic will follow 

o Environment/climate 
o Housing 
o Overarching: quality of life, safety, education 
o Look through the lens of increasing quality of 

life 
• How the City interacts with residence 
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o The city’s focus in the past was on projects, but 
what seemed to be missed is the interaction 
with the residents/community of MP 

o Addressing housing concerns 
 Housing options: Second dwelling units 

o The Park & Rec. restructuring: 
 Consider how we’re interacting with 

residents and when it comes to parks and 
use of center. Make the process easier. 

• Health and Wellness 
o Water, transportation, safety, housing and 

climate 
o An accurate count of our community: 
 Support the Census 

o Adopt a 2 year work plan 
 Working in tangent with our commissioners 
 Cohesively with our commissioners 

• Utilizing our commissioners more 
effectively 

o Setting goals and meeting them 
 Measurable 
 What are the low hanging fruits 
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• Realistic solutions 
• Look at our own practices before we tell 

others on what to do 
• Practical approach on how we solve the 

problems in our community 
• First priority is the BH library 
• Second: the TMP 
• Third: Middle Ave. rail crossing 
• Fourth:  
• Fifth: Comply with mandated zone requirements by 

the State 

 

Public Input II 

• EQC: urgency for climate emergency  
o Consider the true cost 

• Public safety submitted by a number of residents – 
a need for an emergency center and disaster 
preparedness plan. Needs to be updated. 

o Include safety as one of your top 5 safety goals 
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• Everything that’s been considered today is 
intersectional: updating city standards will help 
improve overall needs 

• Governing equality: 
o Bringing the community together to be more 

involved  
o Bridge gaps 

 

City Council roundtable discussion 

 

• A list of projects would be good 
o Provide a list of projects to better understand 

the moving parts and better help meet needs 
and priorities 
 Better understand the impact 

• GARE: what is the application process?  
• Keep in mind there is always something every year 

that comes up for future planning meetings 
• What are the guiding principles for goals?  

o Systemically with improving our school system 
is a concern from residents 
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o Improve quality of life of residents systemically 
o Improve our climate action  
o Doing all the above with equity in mind and 

building affordability into it 
• Re: question 1, rhetorical question. Comes down to 

operations perspective and question. Going back to 
guiding principles as to how is it not impacting 
quality of life? 

• What are the expectations of the Advisory 
• RE: Q3: 

o Would like to see a list of projects 
o Downtown transit area renewal 
o Possibility of adding housing in this area, 

expansion 
o Much needed maintenance in the downtown 

area. Create a list/plan. 
o Transportation plan 
o There’s the FB project. Has a timeline and how 

is it to be done? 
• What are you talking about the school systems? 

o Capitol build out 
o Capacity issues and budget restraints 
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 How does the City impact the above 
concerns? 

• Question for Staff: 
o Have you pursued hiring someone that is 

related or familiar with certain projects? 
 Haven’t had time to consider 

• The staff recommendations: are there things that 
should be a priority/not? 
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