
 

 ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY COMMISSION  
MEETING AGENDA 

 

Wednesday, September 25, 2013 at 6:30 p.m.  
Civic Center Administration Building  

City Council Conference Room 
701 Laurel Street 

 

 

CALL TO ORDER   
 
ROLL CALL: Allan Bedwell, Chris DeCardy (Chair), Kristin Kuntz-Duriseti, Scott 

Marshall, Mitchel Slomiak (Vice Chair), Christina Smolke  
 
A. PUBLIC COMMENT (Limited to 30 minutes)  

Under “Public Comment”, the public may address the Commission on any subject 
not listed on the agenda.  Each speaker may address the Commission once under 
Public Comment for a limit of three minutes.  Please clearly state your name and 
address or political jurisdiction in which you live.  The Commission cannot act on 
items not listed on the agenda and, therefore, the Commission cannot respond to 
non-agenda issues brought up under Public Comment other than to provide 
general information. 

 
B. REGULAR BUSINESS 

 
B1.  Approve August 28, 2013 Minutes (Attachment)  
 
B2. Issue a Determination on Four Heritage Tree Appeals at 2140 Santa Cruz Ave. 

(Attachment)  
 
B3.   Receive Informational (Biannual) Arborist Report  
 
B4.    Discuss Informational Quarterly Report to City Council  
 
C. COMMISSION REPORTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
C1.  Staff Update on Environmental Policies to be Considered by City Council 
 
C2.  Commission Subcommittee Reports and Announcements 
 
C3.  Discuss Future Agenda Items 
 
D. ADJOURNMENT 
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                                                                                                        September 25, 2013 
Agenda Page 2 

Agendas are posted in accordance with Government Code Section 54954.2(a) or Section 54956.  Members of the public can view 
electronic agendas and staff reports by accessing the City website at HHUUhttp://www.menlopark.orgUUHH  and can receive e-mail notification 
of agenda and staff report postings by subscribing to the “Home Delivery” service on the City’s homepage.  Agendas and staff 
reports may also be obtained by contacting Rebecca Fotu at (650) 330-6720 (Posted: 09/19/2013)  
 
At every Regular Meeting of the Commission, in addition to the Public Comment period where the public shall have the right to 
address the Commission on any matters of public interest not listed on the agenda, members of the public have the right to directly 
address the Commission on any item listed on the agenda at a time designated by the Chair, either before or during the 
Commission’s consideration of the item.   
 
At every Special Meeting of the Commission, members of the public have the right to directly address the Commission on any item 
listed on the agenda at a time designated by the Chair, either before or during consideration of the item.  
 
Any writing that is distributed to a majority of the Commission by any person in connection with an agenda item is a public record 
(subject to any exemption under the Public Records Act) and is available for inspection at Engineering/Environmental Division 701 
Laurel Street, Menlo Park, CA 94025 during regular business hours.   
 
Persons with disabilities, who require auxiliary aids or services in attending or participating in Commission meetings, may call the 
City Clerk’s Office at (650) 330-6620 
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AGENDA ITEM B-1 

 ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY COMMISSION  
MEETING MINUTES 

 

Wednesday, August 28, 2013 at 6:30 p.m.  
Civic Center Administration Building  

City Council Conference Room 
701 Laurel Street 

 

 

Chair DeCardy called the meeting to order at 6:36 p.m.  
 
ROLL CALL: Chris DeCardy (Chair), Kristin Kuntz-Duriseti, Scott Marshall, Deb 

Martin, Mitch Slomiak (Vice Chair), Christina Smolke (arrives at 6:42 
p.m.) 

 
ABSENT:  Allan Bedwell 
 
A. PUBLIC COMMENT: None 

 
B. REGULAR BUSINESS 

 
B1.  Approve July 24, 2013 Minutes (Attachment) 
 
ACTION: Motion and second (Slomiak/Martin) to approve the July 24, 2013 minutes 
passes (5-0-2), (Absent: Allan Bedwell, Abstain: Scott Marshall). 
 
B2. Discuss and Consider Rescheduling November and December Environmental 

Quality Commission Meetings 
 
ACTION: Motion and second (Slomiak/Martin) to follow  staff’s recommendation to 
reschedule both meetings one week in advance, with the venue and meeting time 
remaining the same. The November 27th meeting will be moved to November 20th, and 
the December 25th meeting will be moved to December 18th, passes (6-0-1), (Absent: 
Allan Bedwell). 
 
B3.  Discuss and Potentially Remove and Create New Environmental Quality 
Commission Subcommittees and Appoint Members to Subcommittees 
 
The Commission indicated that they would like to discuss this item further at the next 
commission meeting. 
 
ACTION: No formal action was taken on this item 
 
B4. Discuss Community-Wide Greenhouse Gas Emission Targets, Funding, and Next 

Steps and Provide Direction to the Climate Action Plan Subcommittee 
(Attachment) 
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Environmental Quality Commission Minutes – Page 2 

 
Public Comment: 

 Jessica Epstein submitted a letter to the Commission on behalf of the Silicon 
   Valley Association of Realtors (SILVAR) indicating her organization’s opposition in 

regards to the energy efficiency greenhouse gas reduction measure “Consider 
development of an ordinance for energy and water efficiency standards for transfer 
of title transaction” as outlined in the City’s Climate Action Plan.  

 
The Commission continued to discuss the development of the greenhouse gas 
reduction target workplan. The Climate Action Plan Subcommittee also provided the 
Commission with an update on potential funding outlets, how to facilitate stakeholder 
engagement, and on ways to implement the greenhouse gas reduction strategies 
identified in the City’s Climate Action Plan. 
 
ACTION: No formal action was taken on this item 
 
C. COMMISSION REPORTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
The following updates were received by the commission: 

 
C1.  Staff Update on Environmental Policies to be Considered by City Council 
 
C2.  Commission Subcommittee Reports and Announcements  
 
C3.  Discuss Future Agenda Items 
 
D. ADJOURNMENT 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:46 p.m. 
 
Meeting minutes prepared by Vanessa Marcadejas, Environmental Programs Specialist 
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ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY COMMISSION 
 

 September 25, 2013 

 
Staff Report 

Agenda Item B2  
 

  
REGULAR BUSINESS:  Issue Determination on Appeal of Staff’s Denial of a 

Heritage Tree Removal Permit for 2140 Santa Cruz 
Avenue 

 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
Staff recommends the Environmental Quality Commission (EQC) deny the appeal and 
uphold staff’s decision to deny the heritage tree removal permit application at 2140 
Santa Cruz Avenue. 
 

BACKGROUND 
 
On July 10, 2013, Arborwell, the appellant and representative for the property owner of 
2140 Santa Cruz Ave. applied for a heritage tree removal permit to remove four Canary 
Island Pine trees (Attachment A). The permit application was accompanied by an 
Arborist report that stated the following reasons for removal: 

 Large amount of debris and branch failures affecting the building’s new roof 
 Increased maintenance costs from property damage 

 
The City Arborist reviewed the application, inspected the four Canary Island Pine trees, 
and completed the City Arborist’s Evaluation Form (Attachment B).  The City Arborist 
denied the application based on the following: 

 All four trees are healthy and structurally sound. 
 Concerns related to debris on the roof can be addressed through proper 

pruning and regular tree maintenance. 
 
A letter was mailed to the applicant outlining the denial of the heritage tree removal 
application (Attachment C). 
 
After the denial letter was mailed, the City Arborist received a letter from Charles 
Kinney, a resident at 2140 Santa Cruz Ave, stating that the trees should not be removed 
because their presence help offset the visual and acoustic impacts of the road traffic 
along Santa Cruz Ave and contribute a significant visual appearance for Menlo 
Commons (Attachment D). 
 

AGENDA ITEM B-2
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On August 2, 2013, Arborwell filed a heritage tree appeal to the EQC (Attachment E) to 
remove the four Canary Island Pines, and stated the following reasons for removal: 

 The original removal application was submitted prematurely and there is new 
information relating to property damage caused by the trees. 

 Tree roots are lifting the foundation of the adjacent building. 
 Tree roots are damaging a wall of the nearby parking garage. 

 
On September 5, 2013, City staff received another letter from Charles Kinney, stating 
that he was unable to locate the property damage described in Arborwell’s appeal 
(Attachment F). 
 
ANALYSIS 
 

Section 13.24.040, of Menlo Park’s Heritage Tree Ordinance (Municipal Code), 
requires staff and the EQC to consider the following eight factors when determining 
whether there is good cause for permitting removal of a heritage tree: 
 
(1)   The condition of the tree or trees with respect to disease, danger of falling, 

proximity to existing or proposed structures and interference with utility services; 
 

(2)  The necessity to remove the tree or trees in order to construct proposed 
improvements to the property; 

 

(3)  The topography of the land and the effect of the removal of the tree on erosion, soil 
retention and diversion or increased flow of surface waters; 

 

(4)  The long-term value of the species under consideration, particularly lifespan and 
growth rate; 

 

(5)  The ecological value of the tree or group of trees, such as food, nesting, habitat, 
protection and shade for wildlife or other plant species; 

 

(6)  The number, size, species, age distribution and location of existing trees in the area 
and the effect the removal would have upon shade, privacy impact and scenic 
beauty; 

 

(7)  The number of trees the particular parcel can adequately support according to good 
arboricultural practices; 

 

(8)  The availability of reasonable and feasible alternatives that would allow for the 
preservation of the tree(s). 

 
Staff’s decision to deny the removal permit was based on criteria one, six, and eight of 
the Heritage Tree Ordinance.  
 
With respect to criteria one, all four trees are in good health and appear to be 
structurally sound.  Canary Island Pine (Pinus canariensis) is a drought-tolerant species 
resistant to many of the pests and diseases found along the peninsula, including Pitch 
Canker and Oak Root Fungus. 
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With respect to criteria six, all four trees provide shade, privacy and scenic beauty for 
the residents of the property.  The trees create a buffer between Santa Cruz Ave and 
the building, reducing the noise and visual impacts of the busy roadway. 
 
With respect to criteria eight, alternatives to removal exist. Routine maintenance and 
proper pruning will reduce the risk of limb failure and debris accumulation on the roof.  
Excavation by hand or with an Air-Spade along the foundation and retaining wall would 
reveal which roots might be causing damage and could be properly pruned.   
 
Staff recommends the Environmental Quality Commission (EQC) deny the appeal and 
uphold staff’s decision to deny the heritage tree removal permit application based on 
these findings. 
 
Signature on File            Signature on File             
Brian Henry Vanessa Marcadejas 
City Arborist  Environmental Programs Specialist  
  
PUBLIC NOTICE: Public Notification was achieved by posting the agenda, with this 
agenda item being listed, at least 72 hours prior to the meeting. 

 
ATTACHMENTS:   
 
A:  Heritage Tree Removal Application 
B:  City Arborist Evaluation Form 
C:  Heritage Tree Removal Application Denial Letter 
D:  Letter from Charles Kinney Addressed to City Arborist 
E:  Applicant’s Appeal of the Removal Denial   
F:  Letter from Charles Kinney Addressed to  City Environmental Staff. 
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