
 

  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

 

ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY COMMISSION 
FINAL MINUTES  

 

Regular Meeting 
Wednesday, June 24, 2015 at 6:30 PM 

City Administration Building 
701 Laurel Street, Menlo Park, CA 94025 

 

 
CALL TO ORDER  
 
The meeting was called to order at 6:47 p.m. 
 
ROLL CALL – Allan Bedwell (Chair), Kristin Kuntz-Duriseti, Deborah Martin, Christina Smolke 
 
Absent: DeCardy, Scott, Barnes 
  
A.  PUBLIC COMMENT (Limited to 30 minutes) 
 

 Steve Van Pelt, resident of Menlo Park stated that he wants to learn more about the 
City’s environmental efforts and asked if the General Plan Advisory Committee 
(GPAC) had any role in the sea level rise indicated on the GPAC maps. 
 

B.  REGULAR BUSINESS 
    
B1.     Consider a Recommendation to the City Council on a Request to Remove Seven 

Heritage Trees on Property Located at 133 Encinal Avenue (Attachment) - 45 min 
 

Jean Lin, Associate City Planner and Sachneel Patel with Hunter Properties briefed the 
Commission on the project. The applicant also provided an update to the Commission that 
the project will be removing six heritage trees as they were able to redesign and save tree 
#11 (heritage incense cedar) that was originally proposed for removal.  

 
ACTION: Motion and second (Kuntz-Duriseti/Smolke) to recommend the following: 
 

1. That the applicant consider project modifications to retain tree #2 (non-
heritage Japanese maple), tree #25 (heritage Japanese maple), tree #15 
(heritage crape myrtle), and tree #23 (heritage coast redwood). 

2. That Planning staff look into compliance mechanisms that can be applied to 
prohibit title transfer if the Heritage Tree Ordinance is violated during 
construction. 
 

The motion passes (4-0-3), (Absent: DeCardy, Marshall, Barnes). 
 
B2. Discuss and Potentially Make Recommendations to the General Plan Advisory 

Committee (GPAC) to Incorporate Sustainability Goals into the General Plan - 30 
mins 

 

http://www.menlopark.org/DocumentCenter/View/7441
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Commissioner Kuntz-Duriseti and Heather Abrams, Environmental Programs Manager 
provided an update to the Commission.   
 
Public Comment: 
 

 Jan Butts, resident of Menlo Park expressed the importance of stormwater 
management to retain and use rainwater versus wasting runoff. 
 

 Steve Van Pelt, resident of Menlo Park stated that he uses tools such as Google 
Maps to find out about traffic throughout the area. 

 

 Mitch Slomiak, resident of Menlo Park and former EQC member stated that he would 
like to see a requirement for data collection and display of green building actual 
performance. 

 
ACTION: No formal vote was taken on this item; Commissioner Kuntz-Duriseti was 
authorized to draft a letter of recommendation to provide to the GPAC. 
 
B3. Make an Appointment to the CAP Subcommittee - 5 mins 
 
ACTION: Motion and second (Bedwell/Smolke) to appoint Deb Martin to CAP 
subcommittee, passes (4-0-3), (Absent: DeCardy, Scott, Barnes). 
 
B4. Receive Update from CAP Subcommittee on California Clean Power and Potentially 

Make a Recommendation to City Council - 30 mins 
 
Commission Kuntz-Duriseti provided an update to the Commission. 
 
Public Comment: 
 

 Jim Eggemeyer, Director of the Office of Sustainability for San Mateo County stated 
that his office is leading the CCE effort and has contracted Pacific Energy Advisors 
to conduct a feasibility study that will be complete in late summer 2015.  
 

 Jan Butts, resident of Menlo Park commented that she would like the EQC to 
conduct extensive research on CCA options before making a recommendation to 
City Council. There may be other approaches to achieving one hundred percent 
renewable energy for the city versus going with a private company. The County JPA 
model will include more public disclosure. 
 

 Mitch Slomiak, resident of Menlo Park and Vice Chair of Menlo Spark stated that the 
goal is to get Menlo Park climate neutral within ten years. Suggested that the City 
adopt a framework around one hundred percent renewable power or as close as we 
can get to maximize participation.  

 

 Sue Chow, resident of Redwood City and speaking on behalf of the Sierra Club 
reaffirmed that the Sierra Club supports the public JPA model.  
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 Mike Ferrera, resident of Moss Beach and speaking on behalf of Sierra Club, stated 
that the Sierra Club supports the public JPA model since there are a lot of sub-goals 
that they want to achieve. A public JPA is something that we can work with. A private 
company only presents a product. 

  

 Diane Bailey, Executive Director of Menlo Spark expressed that Menlo Spark is a 
strong supporter of the County CCE effort and that she recommends that the EQC 
focus on how we can maximize renewable power quickly.  She also clarified that for 
the County JPA arrangement there is also a private company providing the energy. 

 
ACTION: Motion and Second (Kuntz-Duriseti/Martin) for (1) the Climate Action Plan 
subcommittee to meet to discuss a set of criteria/comments to provide to CCE/CCP to 
address and be considered by the EQC, and (2) draft a letter of support to City Council 
requesting that funds be prioritized for hiring a consultant to conduct an analysis on the 
different CCE options, passes (4-0-3), (Absent: DeCardy, Marshall, Barnes). 
   
B5. Receive Update on the City’s New Water Restrictions and State Water Regulations 

(Attachment) – 15 mins  
 
ACTION: No formal action was taken on this item. Heather Abrams, Environmental 
Programs Manager, provides an update to the Commission. Chair Bedwell requests that the 
City make the information available on the City website. 
 
B6.  Approve April 22, 2015 Minutes (Attachment) – 2 mins 
 
ACTION: Motion and Second (Smolke/Martin) to approve the April 22, 2015 minutes, 
passes (4-0-3), (Absent: DeCardy, Marshall, Barnes). 
 
B7.  Approve May 27, 2015 Minutes (Attachment) – 2 mins 
 
ACTION: Motion and Second (Bedwell/Martin) to make a correction to the May 27, 2015 
minutes to state that Commissioner Kuntz-Duriseti left the meeting at 8:35 p.m., not 7:35 
p.m., passes (4-0-3), (Absent: DeCardy, Marshall, Barnes) 
 
B8.  Select the EQC Vice Chair – 5 mins 
 
ACTION: Motion and second (Bedwell/Kuntz-Duriseti) to appoint Commissioner Martin as 
EQC Vice Chair passes (4-0-3), (Absent: DeCardy, Marshall, Barnes). 
 
C.  REPORTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS   
 
C1. Staff Update on Environmental Policies to be considered by City Council – 5 mins 
 
C2. Commission Subcommittee Reports and Announcements – 2 mins 
 
C3. Discuss Future Agenda Items – 5 mins 
 

http://www.menlopark.org/DocumentCenter/View/7440
http://www.menlopark.org/DocumentCenter/View/7194
http://www.menlopark.org/DocumentCenter/View/7438
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D.  ADJOURNMENT 
 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:42 p.m. 
 
Meeting minutes taken by Environmental Quality Commissioner Christina Smolke 
 
Meeting minutes prepared by Vanessa Marcadejas, Environmental Programs Specialist 
 
Minutes accepted at the meeting of August 26, 2015 
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Menlo Park EQC June 24, 2015 

Handout B5



Water restrictions 
Statewide Local 
 25% aggregate statewide 

reduction compared to 2013 
 

 MPMWD 16% (achieved) 
 Cal Water 36% 
 O’Connor  Track 16% 
 PA Park Muni 16% 



All of Menlo Park 
 Potable water to irrigate outdoor 

ornamental landscapes or turf shall be 
limited to the following two days per 
week schedule: 
 ODD addresses / No address - 

Mondays and Thursdays 
 EVEN addresses – Tuesdays and 

Fridays 
 No watering allowed between 8:00 am – 

6:00 pm. 
 Water customers may be granted an 

exception to the two days per week 
schedule upon review and approval of a 
Drought Response Plan that 
demonstrates an equivalent or greater 
reduction in water use. 

 

 Irrigation of outdoor ornamental 
landscapes or turf is not allowed 
between 8:00 am - 6:00 pm. 

 Must not use potable water on outdoor 
landscapes that causes runoff. 

 Hoses must be fitted with an automatic 
shutoff nozzle for washing vehicles, 
sidewalks, driveways, walkways, or 
buildings. 

 Must not apply potable water to any 
driveway or sidewalk except to address 
immediate health or safety concerns. 

 Pools, spas, and hot tubs shall be covered 
when not in use. 

 Cannot use potable water in a decorative 
feature, unless the water recirculates. 

 



All of Menlo Park 
 Must repair defective/broken plumbing 

and irrigation systems within a 
reasonable time period  

 Potable water shall not be used 
to water outdoor landscapes during and 
within 48 hours after measurable 
rainfall. 

 Restaurants must serve water only upon 
request. 

 Hotels and motels shall provide guests 
an option of choosing not to have towels 
and linens laundered daily.  The hotel or 
motel shall prominently display notice of 
this option in each guestroom using 
clear and easily understood language. 
 
 

 Single-pass cooling systems on new 
construction shall not be allowed. 

 Permits for construction of new pools 
shall include a requirement that 
MPMWD water shall not be used to fill 
new pools. 

 Newly constructed homes and buildings 
must deliver potable water through drip 
or micro-spray systems to water outside. 

 Potable water shall not be used to 
irrigate ornamental turf on public street 
medians. 
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