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Library Commission 

SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES  

Date: 1/28/2019 
Time: 6:30 p.m. 
Belle Haven Branch Library  
413 Ivy Dr., Menlo Park, CA 94025 

A. Chair Leep called the meeting to order at 6:38 p.m.

B. Roll Call

Present: Cohen, Hadrovic, Leep, Lemons 
Absent: Bugna, Chambers, Pandey  
Staff: Interim Library Services Director Sean Reinhart, Assistant Library Services Director 

Nick Szegda   

C. Regular Business

C1. Approve the minutes from the December 17, 2018 Library Commission Meeting

ACTION: Motion/second (Hadrovic/Cohen) to approve the minutes passed unanimously.

C2. Review/update 2019 Library Commission agenda schedule

By acclamation the Commission added the following to their future agenda:

 Affiliate group report review

 Discussion on the merger of Belle Haven Neighborhood Library Advisory Committee (BHNLAC)
and the Library Commission

 Library strategic plan update review

D. Informational Items

D1. Report from the Library Director

Interim Library Services Director Reinhart reported that the City Council would be holding a goal
setting meeting on February 2, and would be holding on a study session on the Belle Haven space
needs on March 12.

D2. Update on the disposition of the Belle Haven Neighborhood Library Advisory Committee (BHNLAC)

Interim Library Director Reinhart stated that his understanding of City Council direction was that

BHNLAC was an ad hoc committee formed to assist through the needs assessment process which

would then sunset. He presented the staff recommendation that the active public members of the

BHNLAC group be merged with the Library Commission, expanding the Library Commission size to

nine.
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 Pam Jones spoke in favor of keeping BHNLAC as a separate advisory body.

 Pushpinder Lubana spoke of the great work BHLAC accomplished and in favor of keeping the
committee as a separate advisory body.

 Lynne Bramlett spoke in favor of keeping BHNLAC as a separate working body.

ACTION: Motion/second (Hadrovic/Lemons) to recommend that City Council table discussion of 
BHNLAC until the Library Commission has had time to gather input and discuss at their February 25 
meeting passed 4-0. 

D3. Library System Improvements Project (LISP) update 

Interim Library Director Reinhart reported that the City Council approved the scope and timeline of 

the library system improvements project at their January 15, 2019 meeting, with the stipulation that 

the Belle Haven portion of the project be the first priority. 

 Pushpinder Lubana expressed concern that funds raised for the LSIP go first to the Belle Haven
portion of the project.

 Pam Jones urged staff to develop a project page and to make hard copies of important
documents available at the branch.

 Lynne Bramlett spoke in favor of separating the Belle Haven portion of the project from the main
library portion. She expressed concern that the January 15 staff report was biased.

 Sue Connelly spoke in favor of separating the Belle Haven portion of the project from the main
library portion.

 Rachel Bickerstaff said that she understood that the two projects were at different points in their
timelines and could not be combined. She urged that funding for the two library sites be kept
separate.

E. Commissioner Reports

E1. Individual commissioner reports

Commissioner Lemons reported on her attendance at the January 15 2019 City Council meeting.

Commissioner Hadrovic reported on her attendance at the January 15 2019 City Council meeting.

Study Session 

SS1.  Belle Haven Library Space Needs Study 

Interim Library Director Reinhart, Assistant Library Services Director Szegda, and Chris Noll from 

Noll and Tam Architects (project consultants) gave a presentation on the preliminary results of the 

space needs assessment (Attachment A). The public in attendance were invited to participate in a 

feedback exercise that gathered their thoughts on the project results to date. 

 Sue Connelly was concerned that the space needs surveys had been mailed to all library card
users and to Belle Haven residents but not to every City resident.

 Lynne Bramlett said that the process was rushed and that more effort should be made to include
non-users of the library in the study.

 Pam Jones said that there had been good public engagement so far. She urged staff to
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coordinate with the Community Services Department and their study of the Parks and Rec Master 
Plan. 

SS2.  Adjournment 

Chair Leep adjourned the meeting at 8:31 p.m. 

Minutes approved at 2/25/19 Special Meeting of the Library Commission

Attachment A: Study Session Presentation 
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