
 

 

 

CALL TO ORDER  
 
ROLL CALL – James Cebrian, Tom Cecil (Chair), Kristin Cox (Vice-Chair), Christopher Harris, 

Marianne Palefsky, Thomas Stanwood, Elidia Tafoya 
 
A. PUBLIC COMMENT #1 (Limited to 30 minutes) 

Under “Public Comment #1”, the public may address the Commission on any subject not 
listed on the agenda and items listed under the Consent Calendar.  Each speaker may 
address the Commission once under Public Comment for a limit of three minutes.  Please 
clearly state your name and address or political jurisdiction in which you live.  The 
Commission cannot act on items not listed on the agenda and, therefore, the Commission 
cannot respond to non-agenda issues brought up under Public Comment other than to 
provide general information. 

 
B. CONSENT CALENDAR 
 
B1.  Approval of minutes for the April 23, 2014 meeting (attachment)  
 
 
C. REGULAR BUSINESS 
 
C1.  Selection of new Commission Chairperson and Vice-Chairperson 
 
C2. Review and consider staff recommendation to decline a request to partner with the Menlo 

Park City School District on development of sports field at the new Laurel School off 
O’Connor Drive (attachment) 

 
 
D. PRESENTATION 
 
D1. Brenda Villa, Menlo Swim and Sport Water Polo Team 
  
D2. Friends of Bedwell-Bayfront Park will provide update on current events, issues and 

opportunities at the park.   
 
 
E. INFORMATION ITEMS 
 
E1. Community Services Department Director’s Update and Announcements (attachment) 
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F. PUBLIC COMMENT #2 (This item is optional) 

Under “Public Comment #2”, the public may address the Commission on any subject not 
listed on the agenda and items listed under the Consent Calendar.  Each speaker may 
address the Commission once under Public Comment for a limit of three minutes.  Please 
clearly state your name and address or political jurisdiction in which you live.  The 
Commission cannot act on items not listed on the agenda and, therefore, the Commission 
cannot respond to non-agenda issues brought up under Public Comment other than to 
provide general information 

 
G. ADJOURNMENT 
 
Agendas are posted in accordance with Government Code §54954.2(a) or §54956.  Members of the public can view 
electronic agendas and staff reports by accessing the City website at http://www.menlopark.org/  and can receive e-
mail notification of agenda and staff report postings by subscribing to the “Notify Me” service at 
http://www.menlopark.org/notifyme.  Agendas and staff reports may also be obtained by contacting the Community 
Services Department at (650) 330-2200.  Copies of the entire packet are available at the library for viewing and 
copying.  (Posted:  5/22/14) 
 
At every Regular Meeting of the Commission, in addition to the Public Comment period where the public shall have the 
right to address the Commission on any matters of public interest not listed on the agenda, members of the public 
have the right to directly address the Commission on any item listed on the agenda at a time designated by the Chair, 
either before or during the Commission’s consideration of the item.   
 
At every Special Meeting of the Commission, members of the public have the right to directly address the Commission 
on any item listed on the agenda at a time designated by the Chair, either before or during consideration of the item.  
 
Any writing that is distributed to a majority of the Commission by any person in connection with an agenda item is a 
public record (subject to any exemption under the Public Records Act) and is available for inspection in the Arrillaga 
Family Recreation Center, 700 Alma Street, Menlo Park, CA 94025 during regular business hours.   
 
Persons with disabilities, who require auxiliary aids or services in attending or participating in Commission meetings, 
may call the City Clerk’s Office at (650) 330-6620.  



    
PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION 

MINUTES 
Wednesday, April 23, 2014 

6:30 p.m. – 700 Alma Street, Menlo Park, CA 94025 

                         Arrillaga Family Recreation Center 
                                         Cypress Room 
                                             

 
 
Meeting was called to order at 6:34 p.m. 
 
PRESENT – J. Cebrian, K. Cox (Vice Chair), N. Zasslow, M. Palefsky, C. Harris, K. Blythe 
ABSENT – T. Cecil (Chair) 
Staff Present – Derek Schweigart, Community Services Manager  
 
Minutes:   
A. PUBLIC COMMENT #1: None 
 
 
B. CONSENT CALENDAR 

1. Approval of minutes dated March 26, 2014   
 

ACTION: Motion and second (Cox/Harris) to approve the minutes of March 26, 2014.  
 
Motion passed with all present Commission Members in favor.  
 
C. REGULAR BUSINESS 

 
C1.   Review and discuss the defunct Arts Commission scope of work and explore areas for 
consideration consistent with the Commission’s work plan goals. 
 
Derek Schweigart, Community Services Assistant Director, provided the Commission with 
background information on the scope of work performed by the defunct Menlo Park Arts 
Commission to help guide their discussion on potential topics to consider in support of their work 
plan goals. The following questions were asked to the Commission to help guide the discussion: 
What other information does the Commission require in helping to guide their discussion on 
ways to support their work plan goal? What are the topics the Commission would like to consider 
that addresses their work plan goal? What arts groups would the Commission like to hear from 
over the course of their current work plan? Given the lack of funding sources to support the 
outcomes discussed, are there other sources of funding that can be identified and/or 
suggestions for reallocation from other sources? What role does the Commission want to play in 
addressing their work plan goal? 
 
Public Comment 
Jim Lewis – Spoke to the Commission regarding how thrilled he was to see this item on the 
agenda. He mentioned that he would like to see the Arts Commission reinstated with interested 
and qualified people that the City Council has appointed. He would like the Commission to 
recommend to the City Council to reinstate the Arts Commission. 
 
Elizabeth Houck – Spoke to the Commission regarding the defunct Arts Commission. She 
mentioned she thinks it is sad that Menlo Park does not have enough arts.  
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Following discussion the following action was taken: 
 
ACTION: Motion and second (K. Cox/J. Cebrian) to form a sub-committee for the Arts 
Commission with K. Cox and J. Cebrian as members. 
 
Motion passed with all present Commission Members in favor. 
 
 C2.   Review and discuss the Update on the Menlo-Atherton Performing Arts Center and the 
Menlo Grant for the Arts Program 
 
Matt Milde, Recreation Coordinator, provided the Commission with an update on the Menlo-
Atherton Performing Arts Center and the Menlo Grant for the Arts Program. The following 
questions were asked to the Commission to help guide the discussion: Does the Commission 
have any feedback with regards to the Menlo Grant for the Arts Program and/or any of the 
recipients of the grants for the coming year? Does the Commission have any suggestions or 
feedback for staff on increasing programs at the M-A Performing Arts Center? Given the current 
challenges, does the Commission have any suggestions on improving communications between 
M-A school staff and the City?  In light of the Commission’s work plan goal to research and 
evaluate opportunities to support and increase arts program offerings for the community, what 
role does the Commission want to play with the M-A Performing Arts Center moving forward? 
 
Following discussion, no action was taken. 
 
D.   PRESENTATION 
 
D1.  Presentation by Menlo-Atherton Performing Arts Center User Group 
 
Jean-Kepler’s Arts and Lectures, gave the Commission a presentation regarding her program. 
She mentioned that in March of 2013 she received a grant from the City of Menlo Park to bring 
an author for a lecture and it was a big success. She mentioned that one of her biggest 
challenge is receiving a quick response from Menlo-Atherton when she is organizing an event. 
 
Following discussion, the Commission recommended she make collaboration with Menlo-
Atherton staff, City staff, the parent committee and herself to try and get some outside ideas to 
help with the challenges of scheduling the Performing Arts Center.  
 
E. INFORMATION ITEMS 

 
E1.  Community Services Department Director’s Update 
 
Derek Schweigart provided an update to the Commission. No discussion followed.  
 
E2. City Council Proposed Master Fee Schedule for Community Services FY 2014-15 
 
Derek Schweigart proved the Commission with the Proposed Master Fee Schedule for 
Community Services FY 2014-15. 
 
Following discussion, not action was taken. 
 
F. PUBLIC COMMENT #2  None 
 
G. ADJOURNMENT 

 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:30 p.m.  
Kristin Cox took over as Chairperson for the entire meeting. 
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Minutes submitted by Linda Munguia 



 

 
 

             COMMUNITY SERVICES 

DEPARTMENT 
 

Parks and Recreation Commission:  May 28, 2014 

  

 

Agenda Item: C2
 

REGULAR BUSINESS:  Review and Comment on the Staff Recommendation to 

Decline a Request by the Menlo Park City School District 

to Partner on Development of a New Sports Field at the 

New Laurel (Upper Elementary) School off O’Connor Drive. 

 

 

RECOMMENDATION 
 

Staff recommends that the Parks and Recreation Commission review and comment on 
the staff recommendation to decline a request to partner with the Menlo Park City 
School District(District) on development of a sports field at the new Laurel (upper 
elementary) School off O’Connor Drive. 

 

 

BACKGROUND 
 
Due to increasing enrollments (40% over the last decade according to school district 
figures), the District has determined the need to add a fourth elementary school and is 
planning to open the district-owned O’Connor school site currently occupied by the 
German American International School in the Fall of 2016. Thanks to the successful 
passage of Measure W in November of 2013, the District is proceeding with plans for 
opening the new grade 3-5 school at the O'Connor site.  The current proposed school 
configuration is included as Attachment A. 
 
The District has approached the City with the following: 
 

1) Requesting the City to enter into Joint Use Agreement similar to the other school 
sites in which the City takes over maintenance, programming and collection of 
fees and the District pays for utilities. 

2) The District plans to install a natural grass field. If the City prefers a synthetic 
field, and was willing to pay the difference, the District would install it at a cost of 
$600,000. 

 

ANALYSIS  

 

Field Space Needs 
 
An analysis of the current field space needs of the City’s existing 13 user groups shows 
requests for field space are able to meet each season with the recent additions of Kelly 
Field and Hillview school, although some groups do continue to use field space in other 
area communities such as Portola Valley and Redwood City.  The potential space for a 
new field at the O’Connor site is small, and would support only U-10 (ages 10 and 
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under) field and a small baseball field.  Sports staff recently surveyed user groups 
about the possible addition of a U-10 field at O’Connor School and received one reply 
from AYSO indicating a desire to use the field for games only if maintenance was 
improved.   

 

 

Synthetic Turf  

 
The District has requested the City contribute $600,000 if the City prefers a synthetic 
field. The District has estimated that this is the net cost of upgrading the field from a 
natural grass field to a synthetic field. Staff evaluated the net cost of a synthetic field 
and determined the following: 
 

1) Estimated annual revenue for a synthetic field would be $30,000 and 
maintenance cost would be $6,000. Synthetic fields have a warrantee of eight 
years and the estimated life expectancy is ten years based upon average 
use. The cost to replace the synthetic carpet is approximately $250,000. At 
$30,000 per year in revenue (net $24,000), the City would never recoup the 
cost of installation or carpet replacement 

2) Current field space needs for U-10 fields or small baseball fields are presently 
being met. 

 

 

Grass Field  
 
The District has requested the City to consider entering into a Joint Use agreement in 
which the District will pay for the cost of installing a grass field and pay all utility costs 
and the City will agree to maintain the field while scheduling the field and collecting all 
fees. In standard Joint Use Agreements school activities have priority over any City 
scheduled uses. Staff evaluated the request by the District and the following is our 
analysis: 
 

1) The estimated revenue for rental of a grass field is $14,300 annually and the 
estimated cost to maintain the field is $19,000 annually. 

2) Current field space needs for U-10 fields or small baseball fields are presently 
being met. 

 

  

RECOMMENDATION  
 
Based on the above issues (small site, significant costs exceeding revenue, lack of 
urgent field space needs) staff recommends declining the District’s request to provide 
funding to upgrade the new sports field at the O’Connor school site and enter into a 
Joint Use Agreement.  Choosing this option allows field user groups to work directly 
with the district to reserve space for use of the field which is similar to Encinal School.  

 
An additional consideration by staff when selecting the “decline” option is the planned 
renovation of the La Entrada School in West Menlo Park, to be completed over the next 
5-7 years.  This site includes a much larger field area in a location with few sports field 
options that may be more appropriate for a full size synthetic turf field.  It may be more 
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prudent for the City to conserve capital improvement funds from Rec-in-Lieu fees or 
other sources in order to have them available for a project on this site in the future. 
 
Finally, it has been the City’s recent experience that the School District continues to 
require additional school-based field usage, thereby limiting the City’s available use of 
the fields for community activities and rentals.  Even with this reduced field availability, 
the City continues to bear the cost of 100% of field maintenance. 

 

 

Review by Parks and Recreation Commission 

  

Staff will include any comments the Parks and Recreation Commission has on the 
recommendation for a grass or synthetic field and the parameters for the joint use 
agreement in the staff report to Council. 
 

IMPACT ON CITY RESOURCES 
 
Depending upon the final recommended option, impacts to the City’s general fund 
range from the $600,000 capital improvement request plus annual maintenance costs 
between $6,000 and $19,000 to no cost to the City if the request of the District is 
declined.   The project would qualify for funding from the Rec-in-lieu fund rather than 
the General Fund.  Rec-in-lieu funds are anticipated to generate $750,000 in the next 
several years given the development projects in the pipeline.  The current balance is 
$300,000. 

 

POLICY ISSUES 
 
The City Council previously established a goal of increasing the availability of sports 
fields in order to better meet demand while maintaining field quality.  This policy has not 
been updated since the two new synthetic turf fields were added at Kelly Park and 
Hillview School. 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW 
 
Environmental review will be the responsibility of the District.   
 
 
 
________________________   ________________________                                    
Ruben Niño Cherise Brandell 
Assistant Director of Public Works   Community Services Director 
 

PUBLIC NOTICE: Public notification was achieved by posting the agenda, with this 
agenda item being listed, at least 72 hours prior to the meeting. 

 

ATTACHMENTS:      
A. Site Plan of Proposed O’Connor School  
B. Existing Joint Use Agreement with Menlo Park City Schools 





























































 
City of Menlo Park 

Community Services 

Memo 

To:  Parks and Recreation Commission  

From:  Derek Schweigart, Community Services Manager  

Date:  May 28, 2014  

Re:  Director’s Update and Announcements for May 2014 

1. Gymnastics 
The spring session has begun for the Gymnastics program and almost all of the 
preschool classes are filled to capacity with summer registration in progress.  
After a three week break during the lighting retrofit, the preschool children were 
excited to begin classes. For the Developmental Program, the Boys and Girls 
teams conducted practices during some of the closure and were able to add 
three new boys to the group. The Girls Team showed much progress with 
several girls moving up a level making room for new students. 

 
2. First Annual Summer Camp Fair a Success! 

The Community Services Department hosted their first summer camp fair at the 
Arrillaga Family Recreation Center on Friday, May 9th to promote all city-run and 
city-sponsored summer camps.  Parents had an opportunity to meet camp 
providers and have questions answered while their kids hopped in the bounce 
house, made crafts, and played games led by summer staff.  Nutty the Squirrel 
was present to kick off the event and staff awarded raffle prizes to enthusiastic 
recipients at the end of the evening.  The Community Services Department 
offered a 10% discount on all summer camp registrations processed during the 
event.  In just two short hours there were 80 camp registrations processed 
totaling over $19,000 in revenue.  
 

3. Bedwell-Bayfront Clean-up Effort by DPR Construction 
On Saturday, May 17th the 2014 DPR Construction of Redwood City organized a 
clean-up effort of Bedwell-Bayfront Park. An estimated 9 one-gallon bags of 
small trash, 2 waste receptacles, 7 shopping carts, and 15 old tires were 
retrieved from the ponds. Recology provided the drop-off of 4 large garbage bins 
and 3 large recycling bins, which ultimately wasn’t enough to contain the amount 
of debris removed from the park. This effort was supported by the City’s 
Environmental, Community Services, and Public Works departments. A number 
of park goers thanked the volunteers for their efforts and also expressed interest 
in future clean-ups.  
 
 



4. Special Events 
Nearly 90 people participated in a sing-along to ABBA‘s greatest songs at our 
Mamma Mia! Mother’s Day Sing-along! that was held on Saturday, May 10th at 
the Menlo-Atherton Performing Arts Center. Guggenheim Entertainment provided 
a pre-show introduction and explanation of the sing-along elements. Guests were 
encouraged to dress up as their favorite Mamma Mia! character and play along 
with the movie. A special “Fun Pack” was given to each ticket holder where they 
could interact with the movie. The event was free for all the mothers in honor of 
Mother’s Day. A Princess Bride Father’s Day Quote-along! will be held on June 
15th as well. The quote-along will be free for dads.   
 
The Community Services Department hosted its Annual Kite Day at Bedwell-
Bayfront Park on Saturday, May 3rd. An estimated 500 people were in 
attendance to fly kites in the park with their families. The Friends of Bedwell-
Bayfront Park were present to provide information on the park and the Menlo 
Park Kiwanis volunteered their time to barbeque the hot dogs. Two new additions 
to the event included face-painting and a snow cone booth.     
 

5. Menlo Park Senior Center 
Menlo Park Senior Center hosted it annual Cinco de Mayo Fiesta on May 2nd with 
over 120 in attendance. A local mariachi band featuring some of our seniors 
played music, our Senior Center Folkloric Dance Troupe performed traditional 
dances, and the delicious meal was cooked in-house with the help of staff and 
volunteers. 
 
Menlo Park Senior Center is starting a new collaboration with Stanford Hospital 
and Sequoia Hospital in June. The series of eight workshops focuses on fall 
prevention. These lecture and exercise classes are offered in English, but we are 
working on recruiting Spanish presenters for future workshops. The program 
comes to the users free of charge. 
 

6. Belle Haven Neighborhood Action Plan 
It has been very active in Belle Haven in terms of the Action Plan 
implementation. On Saturday, April 26th, the Grand Opening of the Neighborhood 
Services Center was held with over 50 residents, City staff, City Council, 
Commissioners, neighborhood partners and Facebook representatives in 
attendance. It was a special day for the neighborhood residents who have been 
waiting many years for this day. Following the Grand Opening on Wednesday, 
April 30th, a Police Dialogue was held at the new Neighborhood Services Center 
with 40 residents and Police in attendance engaging in productive conversations 
and relationship building with each other. The Public Safety Action Team 
continues to meet with more residents participating and beginning to develop 
action plans.  
 

Announcements 
 

1. The City Council made commission appointments at their April 29th 
meeting, appointing two new members to the Parks and Recreation 
Commission to fill current vacancies. The new members of the 
commission are Thomas Stanwood and Elidia Tafoya. We want to extend 
a warm welcome to our new commissioners.  

 



2. The Community Services Team is proud to announce that Noreen Bickel 
has been promoted to our vacant Community Services Manager position 
that was previously filled by Katrina Whiteaker (who continues to work for 
us part-time). Noreen has been with the City for over 6 years and in that 
time has become a leadership academy facilitator and finished her MBA. 
Noreen will be joining the other Community Services Manager, Derek 
Schweigart as City staff liaisons to the Parks and Recreation Commission.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 


	20140528 Parks and Rec agenda
	B1 - 042614 Draft Minutes_201405221638004624
	C2 - Partnership with MPCSD for new sports field_201405221638433670
	C2 - Partnership with MPCSD for new sports field
	Attachment A OConnor site plan
	Attachment B - MPCSD Joint Use Agreement

	E1 - 052814 Director Update_201405221637470411

