
GENERAL PLAN ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE AND 
SAFETY ELEMENTS – ADOPTION RECOMMENDATION
August 26, 2024 Planning Commission Meeting



PRESENTATION AGENDA

 Review project milestones and community outreach
 Highlight Environmental Justice (EJ) and Safety 

Elements refinements
 Staff Recommendation:

– Adopt resolutions recommending the City Council 
amend the General Plan to include an EJ Element 
and update the Safety Element

– Determine actions are addressed in previously-
certified subsequent environmental impact report 
(SEIR) under the California Environmental Quality 
Act (CEQA)



PROJECT MILESTONES AND 
COMMUNITY OUTREACH
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ROAD TO ADOPTION
DOCUMENT MILESTONES

April 2022
Neighborhood Profiles of
Environmental Justice Considerations

Dec. 2022
Initial Draft EJ and Safety Elements

April 2024
Revised Draft EJ and Safety Elements

Aug. 2024
Adoption Draft EJ and Safety Element



Summer 2021
 Pop-up Meetings
 Community Meeting

Apr. 2022 - Neighborhood Profiles released

Spring 2022
 Community Meeting
 Focus Groups
 Survey

Dec. 2022 - Initial draft Elements released

February 2023
 Community Meetings 6

ROAD TO ADOPTION
COMMUNITY OUTREACH AND PUBLIC MEETINGS

February 2023
 Community Meetings
June 2023
 Planning Commission and City Council 

Joint Study Session

Apr. 2024 - Revised draft Elements released

May 2024
 Community Meetings
June 2024
 Planning Commission and City Council 

Study Sessions

Aug. 2024 -Adoption draft Elements released



COMMUNITY-IDENTIFIED PRIORITIES
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 Priorities developed from community 
outreach and engagement in the Belle 
Haven and Bayfront neighborhoods

 EJ Element identifies and elevates 
community priorities

Priority #1: Provide safe, sanitary, and 
stable homes (Goal EJ5)
Priority #2: Promote access to high 
quality and affordable food (Goal EJ4)
Priority #3: Reduce pollution exposure 
and improve air quality (Goal EJ2)



ADOPTION DRAFT EJ 
AND SAFETY ELEMENTS



ADOPTION DRAFT EJ AND 
SAFETY ELEMENTS

 Revisions to Elements

 EJ Element Action Guide and 
Community-Identified EJ Priorities

 Refined/Added EJ Programs
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REVISIONS AND FEEDBACK LOGS

 Record feedback from study sessions
 Identify how comments were addressed in the revised EJ and Safety Elements
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#
[EJ/Safety]

Element 
Location

April 2024 
Draft Page 

Number

August 2024 
Adoption 

Draft Track 
Changes 

Page Number

August 2024 
Adoption 

Draft Clean 
Copy Page 

Number

Key 
Topic(s)

Revision 
and/or 

Feedback
Notes

Identifier 
number

What section 
or item is at 
issue

Page within 
draft last 
reviewed in 
Study 
Sessions

Page within track 
changes 
document

Page within 
clean (no track 
changes) 
document

Subject of 
revision or 
feedback

Direction 
and/or 
feedback 
provided

Relevant 
notes and, 
where 
applicable, 
direct quotes 
of revisions 
made



SAFETY ELEMENT REVISIONS
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 Identify Senate Bill 272 (2023) requirement and efforts to 
collaboratively develop Regional Shoreline Adaptation Plan

 Clarify Menlo Park’s Local Hazard Mitigation Plan as part of 
countywide Multijurisdictional Local Hazard Mitigation Plan

 Include more info. on soft story buildings
 Include more info. on sea level rise and climate change
 Include more info. on cooling centers and storm-related issues
 Include more info. on emergency preparedness



EJ ELEMENT REVISIONS

 Clarifying presentation of 
information

 Clarifying actions and 
accountability following adoption

 Emphasizing pollution reduction 
and air quality improvements

 Enhancing community outreach 
and collaboration with 
stakeholders

 Strengthening housing support
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EJ ELEMENT ACTION GUIDE AND 
COMMUNITY-IDENTIFIED PRIORITIES

 Separate, complementary 
document outside of the 
General Plan itself

 Tool to manage and 
coordinate City efforts to 
address EJ goals, policies, 
and programs 

 Responds to:
– Changing community needs
– Funding opportunities
– Ongoing community outreach
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REFINED/ADDED EJ PROGRAMS
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Program EJ7.J (Refined)
Clarify EJ Element Action guide has annual 
reporting including provision to the City 
Council and availability on City’s website
Program EJ7.K (New)
Clarify EJ Element Action Guide progress 
updates and revision process with outreach 
to underserved communities
Program EJ7.L (New)
City Council consideration of community-
identified EJ priorities during annual priority 
and goal setting workshop
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STAFF RECOMMENDATION
 Adopt resolutions recommending City Council amend General 

Plan to include EJ Element and update Safety Element
 Determine actions addressed in certified SEIR under CEQA

Staff Report Attachments
A – Draft Commission Resolution recommending EJ Element adoption
 Exhibit A: EJ Element
 Exhibit B: Draft Council Resolution adopting EJ Element

B – Draft Commission Resolution recommending Safety Element update adoption
 Exhibit A: Safety Element update
 Exhibit B: Draft Council Resolution adopting Safety Element update
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 Planning Commission 
feedback and 
recommendations 
forwarded to City Council

 Tentative Sept. 24, 2024 
City Council public 
meeting to consider 
adoption

NEXT STEPS

Visit menlopark.gov/housingelement for 
project updates and to sign up for email list



THANK YOU


