CITY OF

Planning Commission

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES

Date: 3/10/2025
Time: 7:00 p.m.
Location: Zoom.us/join — ID# 846 9472 6242 and

MENLO PARK City Council Chambers

E1l.

F1.

751 Laurel St., Menlo Park, CA 94025
Call To Order
Chair Jennifer Schindler called the meeting to order at 7:02 p.m.
Roll Call

Present: Jennifer Schindler (Chair), Andrew Ehrich (Vice Chair), Katie Behroozi, Katie Ferrick, Misha
Silin, Ross Silverstein

Absent: Linh Dan Do

Staff: Connor Hochleutner, Assistant Planner; Fahteen Khan, Associated Planner; Corinna
Sandmeier, Principal Planner; Marian Sleiman, City Attorney’s Office

Reports and Announcements

Principal Planner Corinna Sandmeier reported that the City Council will hear an appeal of the
Planning Commission’s approval of the 320 Sheridan Drive project at tomorrow’s City Council
meeting.

Public Comment

Chair Schindler opened public comment and closed public comment as no persons requested to
speak.

Consent Calendar
Approval of minutes from the February 24, 2025 Planning Commission meeting (Attachment)

Chair Schindler opened public comment and closed public comment as no persons requested to
speak.

ACTION: Motion and second (Behroozi/Ferrick) to approve the consent calendar consisting of the
minutes from the February 24, 2025 Planning Commission meeting; passes 6-0 with Commissioner
Do absent.

Use Permit/Thomas James Homes/670 Cambridge Ave.:
Consider and adopt a resolution to approve a use permit to demolish an existing single-story, two-
unit multifamily residence and accessory building and construct a new two-story, single-family
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residence and detached garage on a substandard lot with regard to minimum lot width in the R-2
(Low Density Apartment) district, and determine this action is categorically exempt under CEQA
Guidelines Section 15303's Class 3 exemption for new construction or conversion of small
structures. The proposal also includes an attached accessory dwelling unit (ADU), which is a
permitted use and not subject to discretionary review. The project includes one development-
related heritage tree removal which was reviewed and conditionally approved by the City Arborist.
(Staff Report #25-009-PC)

Commissioner Silin said that his residence was located within 500 feet of the subject property, and
he would recuse himself.

Assistant Planner Hochleutner reported that there were no changes to the published report.
Gagan Kang, Thomas James Homes, spoke on behalf of the project.

Chair Schindler opened the public hearing and closed the public hearing as no persons requested
to speak.

The Commission asked the applicant to discuss the decision process to not add a second single-
family residence; the applicant indicated he would provide more information to the Commission
through Planner Hochleutner.

ACTION: Motion and second (Ehrich/Behroozi) to adopt a resolution approving the item as
submitted; passes 5-0 with Commissioner Silin recused, and Commissioner Do absent.

F2. Use Permit/Karen Staubach/340 Nova Ln.:
Consider and adopt a resolution to approve a use permit to demolish an existing single-story,
single-family residence and a detached garage and construct a new two-story, single-family
residence on a substandard lot with regard to width, depth, and area in the R-1-U (Single Family
Urban Residential) zoning district, and determine this action is categorically exempt under CEQA
Guidelines Section 15303’s Class 3 exemption for new construction or conversion of small
structures. The proposal also includes an attached accessory dwelling unit (ADU) which is a
permitted use and not subject to discretionary review. (Staff Report #25-010-PC)
Associate Planner Khan said staff had no additions to the published staff report.
Karen and Nick Staubach, applicants, spoke on behalf of the project.
Chair Schindler opened the public hearing.
Public Comment:
¢ Jory Macdonald, neighbor, expressed support for the project.

Chair Schindler closed the public hearing.

ACTION: Motion and second (Ferrick/Silverstein) to adopt a resolution approving the item as
submitted; passes 6-0 with Commissioner Do absent.
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G. Public Meeting

Gl. Housing Element Annual Progress Report/City of Menlo Park:
Consider and adopt a resolution recommending the City Council accept the 2024 annual progress
report regarding the status and implementation of the City’s 2023-2031 General Plan Housing
Element; the Housing Element annual progress report is not considered a project under CEQA.
Continue to the meeting of March 24, 2025

Chair Schindler opened public comment and closed public comment as no persons requested to
speak.

ACTION: Motion and second (Behroozi/Schindler) to continue the item; passes 6-0 with
Commissioner Do absent.

G2.  Environmental Justice Element Annual Progress Report/City of Menlo Park:
Consider and adopt a resolution recommending the City Council accept the 2024 annual progress
report regarding the status and implementation of the City’s General Plan Environmental Justice
Element; the Environmental Justice Element annual progress report is not considered a project
under CEQA.
Continue to the meeting of March 24, 2025

Chair Schindler opened public comment and closed public comment as no persons requested to
speak.

ACTION: Motion and second (Silverstein/Ehrich) to continue the item; passes 6-0 with
Commissioner Do absent.

H. Informational Items
H1. Future Planning Commission Meeting Schedule.
e Regular Meeting: March 24, 2025

Planner Sandmeier said the March 24 agenda would have two single-family residential projects, a
hazmat use permit, and the annual progress report on the General Plan.

e Regular Meeting: April 14, 2025

l. Adjournment
Chair Schindler adjourned the meeting at 8:07 p.m.
Staff Liaison: Corinna Sandmeier, Principal Planner
Recording Secretary: Brenda Bennett

Approved by the Planning Commission on April 14, 2025.
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THANK YOU!

CONTACT INFO:

Gagan Kang

Senior Development Manager
gkang@tjh.com
650.272.3276
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