Project Description

Introduction:

The subject property is an R2 sub-standard lot in the Allied Arts neighborhood comprising
currently of a 1-story ranch style home with no detached accessory structures and no garage.
The applicant hereby proposes to demolish the existing structure and construct two new two-
story, single-family homes, each with an attached ADU and an attached 1-car covered garage.

Design style and exterior:

The architectural style of both residences would be contemporary Craftsman style with white
batten board siding, black trimmed windows, and gable roofs with black shingles. This kind of
Craftsman architectural style is seen in quite a few existing residences in Allied Arts as well
as in upcoming new constructions like those at 752 College Ave and 848 College Ave.

The two residences would vary slightly in design and layout. The front house (Unit #1) would
be a 1-bedroom, 1.5 bathroom house located entirely on the 1st level, with an attached ADU
of 3-bedroom/3-bathroom located entirely on the 2™ level. The ADU would have it's own
separate entry on the 1t level though. Similarly, the rear house (Unit #2) would be a 1-
bedroom, 1.5 bathroom house on the 1stlevel. It's attached ADU, located entirely on 2 level,
would have 3-bedroom/2-bathrooms, and a separate entry on the 1st level. Both the homes
would also feature front open porches not contributing to site coverage. Additionally, the front
house would have a decent size open space (patio) on it's left rear end (after it's garage) while
the rear house would have a more conventional > 20’ deep backyard.

Parking:

The property is located within one-half mile of a major transit corridor (El Camino Real).
Therefore the property is subject to the provisions of AB-2097 which precludes the City from
requiring a minimum parking requirement in this location for both the main units and the ADUs.
The property is also within a mile from major transit stops like both Menlo Park Caltrain and
Palo Alto Caltrain, apart from several bus stops.

However, applicant is hereby proposing to provide adequate parking to both residences for
both the main homes and the ADU’s. Each unit will individually have one covered parking in
the form of an attached garage, one uncovered parking, and one uncovered ADU parking. So
a total of six parking spaces. A new driveway would also be constructed in a similar location
as the existing driveway to sever vehicular entry/exit for the rear home.

Utilities:

Both the single family homes would have their own joint trenches for dry utilities like Pg&E
and communication. For wet utilities, applicant hereby proposes to have two separate water
meters served from the single existing water line. Similarly, for sewer, the 2 homes would
connect to main city sewer through the same existing sewer lateral.

Square feet, FAL, Landscape, and Site coverage calculations:

Please refer to the tables on plan sheets on A2.1 and A3.1. Applicant also wants to bring to
staff's attention that the main aspect in this application is the provision of an attached ADU for
each home where the first 800 sg-ft of each ADU is exempt from FAL, site coverage, and 2"
floor area limits. In this respect, thanks to staff for providing the recently approved 734
Partridge Ave in the same neighborhood as a reference project in line with the applicant’s
desires and objectives. The applicant strongly believes in helping Menlo Park reach it's
housing goals in sync with the state’s acute housing shortage, but staying within all
development and zoning guidelines.



Trees and landscaping:

Applicant hereby requests the permission to remove certain heritage and non-heritage trees
that would otherwise impede development and/or increase project costs significantly. In return,
applicant would also like to plant 14 new trees along the rear fence line of the rear home.
These trees would not only help to provide privacy to the rear home (against a whole series
of new homes built behind it) but would also preserve the urban forestry of Menlo Park.

Neighbor outreach:

Applicant bought the property very recently in May’2025 with the primary aim of development
and is fairly new to the neighborhood. However, applicant has already talked to the right
neighbor (Andy Russell) owning and residing at 628 Cambridge and Andy is very supportive
of new construction. Similarly, applicant has also talked to left owner neighbor - Elizabeth
Lewis (aka Liz) of 662 Cambridge, who also happens to the mayor of neighboring city,
Atherton. Liz is supportive of applicant’s new construction, and has additionally given her
permission towards the removal a redwood heritage tree, jointly occupying both lots.
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L1.1 FRONT HOUSE LANDSCAPE PLAN
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L1.2 REAR HOUSE LANDSCAPE PLAN
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