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Memorandum:  Bistro Vida @ Loretta Bar    PPA Project No:  2232 
   
To:    Kyle Perata  Date:  09/19/2024 
 Asst. Community Development Director  
 
From:  Charles Belser 
 
Description: Architectural Control and Specialty Signage Narrative 
  
Bistro Vida continues to provide a large part of the downtown Santa Cruz Avenue dining experience 
which as lasted for over twenty years.  Enduring the lean years of Covid, their investment in the new 
Loretta Bar expansion hopes to bring needed excitement and draw to the Santa Cruz Ave downtown 
area which has struggled with many restaurant closures. 
 
The Façade Colors: 
The new Façade Color at Loretta Bar and the Header above Bistro Vida updates their signature French 
charm and ties the new establishment into the existing restaurant.   The understated black of Loretta 
Bar sets off the existing bold red of Bisto Vida.  The new rear façade color of sage green, on the other 
hand, has a soft tone to bring presence to a façade covered by electrical conduit and appurtenances, 
tying the utilitarian façade together into a pleasing whole.   
 
Architectural Embellishments: 
The existing small descriptive words lettered onto the windows, the enlarged window like chalkboard 
and decorative metal placards are central to the French style of Bistro Vida known throughout the area. 
These minor embellishments are seen on other restaurants in the downtown district and provide an 
atmosphere evoking a bistro in Paris. 
 
The rear French graphic covering the existing electrical service enclosure has been done to address a 
long standing explicitly vulgar graffiti problem.  The graphic has been very well received, including as a 
photo backdrop for a former mayor and other city officials when showcasing downtown.  The graphic 
represents a creative solution that brings character to what in many cases is a neglected backside of the 
building that faces a parking lot. 
 
Specialty Sign: 
There are several examples of similar, yet much larger blade signs in the immediate vicinity of Bistro 
Vida.  The relatively small Vida blade sign has a classic appearance that would make one believe it was 
part of the original building and has been in place for over twenty years without issue. Vida is Life and 
represents the Owner’s passion in serving the local community. 
 
The charm and character of Bistro Vida has made it a popular attraction for over two decades 
downtown. The minor embellishments and modest blade sign provide the necessary elements that in 
total are the signature French style of Bistro Vida dining and should be allowed to remain in place. 
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FLOOR PLAN NOTES
1. DO NOT SCALE DRAWINGS!! DIMENSIONS SHALL TAKE 

PRECEDENCE. VERIFY AND REPORT ANY AND ALL 
DISCREPANCIES TO THE ARCHITECT 650-323-7900 PRIOR TO 
COMMENCING THE WORK.

2. DIMENSIONS ARE GIVEN TO FACE OF STUD, FACE OF 
CONCRETE, OR FACE OF MASONRY WALLS UNLESS 
OTHERWISE NOTED.

3. CENTER  WINDOWS ON INSIDE WALLS UNLESS OTHERWISE 
NOTED OR DIMENSIONED.

4. PROVIDE TRIPLE 2X JAMB AT DOORS/WINDOWS.

5. SEE OWNER CONSULTANT PACKAGE FOR FURTHER 
INFORMATION.

6. SEE SITE PLAN SHEET ON SHEET 1.TI  FOR FURTHER 
INFORMATION REGARDING STEPS, SIDEWALK AND PARKING.

7. SEE STRUCTURAL DRAWINGS FOR LOCATION OF 2X6 STUD
WALLS, SHEAR WALLS, POSTS, FRAMES, AND ALL OTHER 
STRUCTURAL MEMBERS.

8. CASED OPENING DIMENSIONS SHALL BE FINISHED
DIMENSIONS.

WALL/SYMBOL LEGEND

EXISTING RATED CMU WALL CONSTRUCTION;
VERIFY AS REQUIRED

EXISTING 2X FRAME WALL CONSTRUCTION;
VERIFY AS REQUIRED

NEW 2X6 FRAME WALL CONSTRUCTION

LINE OF WALL, BEAM, OR SOFFIT ABOVE

REVISION MARK - NUMBER

1

A8.1

EXTERIOR ELEVATION 
TAG - NUMBER/SHEET

DETAIL MARK -
NUMBER/SHEET

BUILDING SECTION MARK -
LETTER/SHEET

TOP OF SUBFLOOR 
(ELEVATION)
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I2.1 2
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A5.1

A
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INTERIOR ELEVATION 
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9. BATHROOM FLOOR SURFACES SHALL BE COVED AT THE 
JUNCTURE OF THE FLOOR AND WALL WITH A 3/8 INCH MIN. 
RADIUS COVING AND SHALL EXTEND UP THE WALL AT LEAST 4 
INCHES PER SAN MATEO COUNTY HEALTH REQUIREMENTS.

10. NEW INTERIOR BATHROOM WALLS SHALL BE INSULATED FOR
SOUND TRANSMISSION.

11. PLUMBING FIXTURES & FITTINGS WITH MAXIMUM FLOW RATES 
PER CGBSC SECTION 4.303, LISTED BELOW SHALL BE 
USED:

WATER CLOSETS 1.28 GPF 
LAVATORY FAUCETS 1.2 GPM @ 60 PSI
KITCHEN FAUCETS 1.8 GPM @ 60 PSI
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