
City Manager's Office 

 

City of Menlo Park 701 Laurel St., Menlo Park, CA 94025  tel 650-330-6600  www.menlopark.org 

STAFF REPORT 
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Informational Item: Update on Belle Haven community center 
and library  

Recommendation 
The purpose of this information item is to provide the City Council and members of the public an update 
on Facebook’s offer to build a multi-generational community center and library in Belle Haven. 

Policy Issues 
As an information item, there are no policy issues. Staff will identify any applicable policy issues for the 
City Council consideration as part of action on the offer. 

Background 
In October 2019, Facebook announced its intent to collaborate with the community and City to build a new 
multi-generational community center and library on the site of the current Onetta Harris Community 
Center, Menlo Park Senior Center and Belle Haven Youth Center located at 100-110 Terminal Avenue. 

On December 10, staff provided an Informational Item staff report to provide an update to City Council 
while awaiting a written offer. In addition, the City Council appointed Council members Carlton and Taylor 
to an ad hoc subcommittee on this project. 

Analysis 
This staff report serves as an update on activities since December 10. 

On December 16, Facebook submitted an offer letter (Attachment A) for the City Council’s consideration. 
The letter provides some background, as well as an explanation as to why Facebook is making this offer. 
The letter then outlines a two-phase framework for delivering a new building in 2.5 years, which is 
extremely accelerated timeline for the construction of a public building. Phase One (Outreach, Design, 
Space Programming and Approvals) would occur over six months from January to June 2020. Phase Two 
(Developing Construction Plans and Building) would occur over two years from July 2020 to July 2022, 
with a goal of starting construction in January 2021. The letter outlines a number of assumptions that will 
require a concerted, focused effort from Facebook, the community and the City in order to achieve these 
goals. 

Staff met with the City Council subcommittee on December 18 and January 7 to review the offer letter and 
discuss next steps. 

A community meeting will be held on Saturday, January 11 from 10 a.m. to noon in the Senior Center at 
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110 Terminal Avenue. The meeting will provide an opportunity for people to: 
• Learn about Facebook’s offer to build a Menlo Park community center and library in the Belle Haven 

neighborhood 
• Provide your thoughts and input on how you’d like to use the proposed facility 
• Understand the process and timeline going forward and how community members can be involved 
 
In addition, staff has started identifying a number of issues for which decisions will need to be made over 
the coming months and how best to efficiently work through the decision making process, such as the 
following: 
• Accepting the offer with any clarifications in order to prioritize the project and proceed with next steps. 
• Creating a public engagement plan that reflects any applicable givens from the offer and when and 

how to receive input. 
• Identifying the approach to budgeting and contracting authority specific to this project. 
• Confirming that the project would comply with a categorical exemption from the California 

Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) as a replacement of an existing facility 
• Identifying the applicable discretionary approvals, which is likely to consistent of architectural control, 

use permit, right of way vacation and abandonment, and heritage tree removals. 
• Memorializing the offer in a binding agreement at the appropriate time. 
• Revising the current scope of work with Noll & Tam for design assistance on this project. 
• Determining whether to reconstruct the existing pool as part of the project and identifying potential 

funding options, including the use of Measure T recreation bonds. 
• Exploring how best to provide interim services during construction. 
• Considering the operational opportunities from a combined building compared to multiple facilities. 
 
Some of these items will require decisions by the City Council on January 28 in order to keep the project 
on track, while other decisions will occur over the coming months. 

 
Public Notice 
Public notification was achieved by posting the agenda, with the agenda items being listed, at least 72 
hours prior to the meeting. 

 
Attachments 
A. Offer letter from Facebook, dated December 16, 2019  
 
Report prepared by: 
Justin Murphy, Deputy City Manager 
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