
SAFE ROUTES TO SCHOOL
Task Force Meeting
September 14th, 2023



SRTS Task Force is a space to share information/ideas on SRTS, 
engage the community around SRTS, partner on events and 
activities and support schools and school districts in the 
implementation of the strategy.

Roles
 Define and collaborate on objectives, goals, and milestones for 

the Menlo Park SRTS program;
 Help organize or support different tasks and activities; and
 Be a liaison to share information and market the program to your 

school community.

SRTS TASK FORCE’S OBJECTIVES 
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AGENDA
1. Introductions
2. School Updates and Priorities
3. E-bikes and Youth
4. SRTS Program Updates
5. Ruby Bridges Walk to School Day
6. Traffic and Safety Updates
7. Local Road Safety Plan
8. City Project Updates
9. Announcements
10. Next Meetings



1) INTRODUCTIONS 



 Name
 Agency / Organization

Introductions
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2) E-BIKES AND YOUTH
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E-bikes and Youth

Expected Outcomes of the Discussion

• Hear the community concerns
• Share real life experiences
• Share ideas for communications with parents, caregivers 

and residents
• Guide the SRTS team to create targeted materials for 

school administrators and families



E-bikes and Youth
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Context

• E-bikes allow riders to go farther and 
faster than a traditional bike without as 
much efforts.

• Same rules of the road apply to e-
bikes!

Image Source: 
TwoWheelingTots Website 
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Types Assist 
Type

Max 
Assist 
Speed

Minimum 
Age Helmet

Class 1 Pedal 20 MPH NA 17 and 
under

Class 2 Pedal / 
Throttle 20 MPH NA 17 and 

under

Class 3 Pedal 28 MPH 16 All Ages

Image Source: People for Bikes

E-bike Classification

E-bikes and Youth



E-bikes and Youth
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Context

• E-bikes sales in the US grew three-fold from 2019 to 
2021

• E-bike sales exceeded electric vehicle sales in the US 
in 2020 and 2021

• Crash data are currently not collected in such a way to 
accurately assess the number and severity of crashes 
involving people riding e-bikes and e-scooters (Source: 
National Transportation Safety Board Report)
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E-bikes and Youth

Concerns shared by the community

• More than one kids riding on a single bike
• Higher riding speed than traditional bike
• Often no helmet, students don’t follow the rules of the 

road (stopping at stop signs, yield to pedestrians, etc.)
• Speed limit can be hacked



E-BIKE SAFETY BEGINS AT HOME





“It’s an Earned Privilege, Not a Right”



Pedego e-Bikes Menlo Park | 807 Santa Cruz Avenue |Menlo Park | pedegomenlopark.com 



CA CYCLING LAWS 
Cyclists have same rights and responsibilities as Motorists

 Must stop at stop signs and red lights 
 Must obey all traffic signage
 It is illegal to ride facing traffic on local streets 

Everyone Under the Age of 18 Must Wear a Helmet 
 (even passengers)
  Parents should set the example – 
   “Would you ride in a car without your seatbelt fastened?”
  Laws being considered  requiring all bike riders to wear helmets

Know Local Laws About Riding on Sidewalks – No in MP
Pedego e-Bikes Menlo Park | 807 Santa Cruz Avenue |Menlo Park | pedegomenlopark.com 



IMPORTANT ISSUES WITH E-BIKES FOR PARENTS



Increases the potential for dangerous consequences



Always have an e-bike looked at by trained mechanic following a crash



Make sure they are used



No e-bike, other than cargo bikes, are built for 3 riders 

Pedego e-Bikes Menlo Park | 807 Santa Cruz Avenue |Menlo Park | pedegomenlopark.com 



3) SCHOOL UPDATES AND 
PRIORITIES



School updates
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• Encouragement and education activities

• Priorities related to school travels and 
transportation safety for next school 
year?

• Other announcements?



4) SRTS PROGRAM UPDATES



SRTS Program Updates

18

• School year 2023-24 overview

• SRTS resources



School Year 2023-24 Overview
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Encouragement & Outreach Events
 Ruby Bridges Walk to School Day (November)
 Crossing guard Appreciation Week (March)
 Spring Party 
 Video and Poster Challenge (ongoing)

Data Collection 
 Student travel tallies – October 2023
Online form, Coordinated with SMCOE. 

Education
 Pedestrian Curriculum Kits
 Pedestrian and Bicycle Safety Handbook
 Bike Rodeo Kits



SRTS Resources
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 New incentives for school-led events 
 Bike Rodeo Kits 
 Bicycle and Pedestrian Safety Handbook
 Safe Routes to School Supporter Logo



SRTS Resources
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 Incentives for school-led events 
(International Walk to School Day, Ruby Bridges 
Walk to School Day, Bike Month, etc.)  

Reflective SRTS Zipper Pulls Free Slurpee Coupons



SRTS Resources
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Bike Rodeo Kit – Base list
• Blender Bike and Spin Art 

Bike can be borrowed by the 
schools

• Stop signs
• Chalks, chalk liner
• Stop signs
• Cones
• Car costume Encinal Elementary Bike Rodeo, June2023



SRTS Resources
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Bicycle and Pedestrian Safety Handbook
Available soon. 
• General rules of the road and tips
• Examples specific to Menlo Park



SRTS Resources
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 Safe Routes to School Supporter Logo



5) RUBY BRIDGES WALK TO 
SCHOOL DAY



Ruby Bridges Walk to School Day
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 14, 2023
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Technical Assistance from the SRTS team

• AAA’s free materials and funding
• Volunteer recruitment and training
• Materials and incentives
• Event planning checklist
• Walking school bus / bike bus support



Ruby Bridges Walk to School Day
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Timeline

• Week of September 18: Registration form to be filled out by 
schools

• Week of October 2: Share communication materials and event 
checklist. 

• Week of October 9: Schedule the volunteer training #1 (to share 
tips, resources and ideas)

• Week of October 30: Schedule the volunteer meeting #2 (to 
review the logistic of the day-of)

• Week of November 6: Materials available for pick up at City Hall. 



6) TRAFFIC AND SAFETY 
UPDATES



7) LOCAL ROAD SAFETY 
PLAN



8) CITY PROJECT UPATES



CITY PROJECT UPDATES
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• Comprehensive Shuttle Study
     Virtual kick-off meeting 9/14, 6-8 pm 

• Middle Ave Bike Lane Pilot
Installed from University to Olive, remaining 
segment from ECR to University to start this 
month

• Middle Ave Undercrossing
City Council approved an updated design, 
outdoor exhibit along Alma at the location of the 
future tunnel exit

Middle Ave Bike Lane Improvements



CITY PROJECT UPDATES
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• Middle Ave Undercrossing
Updated design, outdoor exhibit along Alma 
at the location of the future tunnel exit

• Belle Haven traffic calming project 
Under active construction with work    
expected over the next 4 months or so

• Willow Road 
City applied for a grant for pedestrian 
crossing improvements and a Class IV 
bikeway Middle Ave Undercrossing Design Update



CITY PROJECT UPDATES
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• Ravenswood Repaving Project 
Is nearing completion – new bike lanes on both 
sides of the street, interested in student 
feedback

• Coleman-Ringwood Avenues Study 
Alternatives and concept plans were developed. 
Additional outreach upcoming and plans to bring 
final options to decision makers late this year or 
early next year.

• Middlefield Safe Streets Pilot
Outreach and planning for the remaining 
segments of the corridor will start this Fall or 
Winter.

Middlefield Ave
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Santa Cruz Ave Bike Improvements

CITY PROJECT UPDATES

Street closure is 
permanent. 
New bike lane on the 
closed portion of the 
street – Curtis St to 
Doyle St. 
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Santa Cruz Ave Bike Improvements
CITY PROJECT UPDATES

Restriping the travel lanes 
at Santa Cruz Avenue 
and El Camino Real
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CITY PROJECT UPDATES

Public Works Open House 
Saturday 9/16, 10 am – 2 pm

•Tree walk with the city arborist
•Petting zoo
•Food from local food trucks
•Family-friendly activities
•Raffle prizes
•Viewing of public works equipment
•Tree carving



9) ANNOUNCEMENTS
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

• Atherton Bike Rodeo, September 30, 8 am-4 pm at 
Menlo Atherton High School

• Neighborhood Group Bike Ride, 9/24 at 10 am 

• Other? 



10) NEXT MEETING
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SAVE THE DATE! 

• Thursday, December 14, 9 am (virtual)



THANK YOU!
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