
COMMON 
NAME SIZE WATER 

NEEDS
SUN 
NEEDS

Yerba Buena

Type: groundcover

3.6’ - 7’ tall 

3’ - 12’ wide
low full sun, part 

shade

California Lilac

Type: shrub

2’ - 6’ tall 

10’ - 12’ wide
low full sun, part 

shade

California Poppy

Type: perennial

0.5’ - 2’ tall 

1’ - 3’ wide
very low, low full sun

California Fescue

Type: grass

1.3’ - 4’ tall 

3’ wide
very low full sun, part 

shade

California 
Sagebrush

Type: shrub

1’ - 6’ tall 

4’ wide

extremely 
low, very low full sun

Golden Yarrow

Type: perennial

1.6’ - 2.3’ tall 

1.5’ wide
very low full sun

Below is a list of of Menlo Park’s top plant picks to replace your lawn. All of these beautiful plants are local to 

California and the Bay Area. Planting local plants is important because it promotes biodiversity, provides shelter 

and food for the local ecosystem and native plants are adapted to this climate and therefore are easier to 

maintain. 

Visit calscape.org to learn more about California native plants and to utilize an interactive garden planning tool!

MENLO PARK’S LAWN BE GONE 
TOP PLANT PICKS

https://calscape.org/Baccharis-pilularis-(Coyote-Bush)
https://calscape.org/Baccharis-pilularis-(Coyote-Bush)
https://calscape.org/loc-California/california%20lilac(%20)?newsearch=1
https://calscape.org/loc-California/california%20lilac(%20)?newsearch=1
https://calscape.org/loc-California/Poppy,%20California%20(Eschscholzia%20californica)?newsearch=1
https://calscape.org/loc-California/Poppy,%20California%20(Eschscholzia%20californica)?newsearch=1
https://calscape.org/loc-California/Fescue,%20California%20(Festuca%20californica)?newsearch=1
https://calscape.org/loc-California/Fescue,%20California%20(Festuca%20californica)?newsearch=1
https://calscape.org/loc-37.453,-122.1817%20(Menlo%20park)/Artemisia-californica-(California-Sagebrush)?srchcr=sc6452c05412e83
https://calscape.org/loc-37.453,-122.1817%20(Menlo%20park)/Artemisia-californica-(California-Sagebrush)?srchcr=sc6452c05412e83
https://calscape.org/loc-California/Eriophyllum-confertiflorum-(Golden-Yarrow)?srchcr=sc6452c16cda913
https://calscape.org/loc-California/Eriophyllum-confertiflorum-(Golden-Yarrow)?srchcr=sc6452c16cda913
http://calscape.org

